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PREFACE.

——

TaE work now offered to the Christian public
had its origin in a series of Lectures on Foreign
Missions, delivered in the Theological Seminary
at Andover, under appointment from the Trus-
tees; and subsequently, by request, before the
Theological Seminaries at Bangor, Hartford,
Auburn, and Princeton, and the Union Semi-
nary in New York City. It was fitting that the
oldest of our theological seminaries, and the
first to send missionaries into foreign heathen
lands, should take the lead in establishing, for
its students, a permanent Lectureship on For-
eign Missions. This was created by a vote of
the Trustees early in the year 1866; and the
needful pecuniary endowment was secured to
the Seminary by Hexey H. Hyox, Esq., a citizen
of Boston. The statutes of the endowment re-
quire the course to embrace as many as ten
lectures; but it is left for the Trustees to de-
cide, whether they shall be delivered annually,
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to the Middle Class, or triennially, before the
entire Seminary.

In February, 1866, the author was appointed
by the Trustees lecturer on this foundation,
and was requested to deliver, at his early con-
venience, a course of lectures on Foreign Mis-
sions. The appointment had reference to his
intended retirement from official life; which
was effected that year, at the age of threescore
and ten, after a connection of more than forty
years with the Foreign Correspondence of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions. It was with the hope, however, of
being enabled, through the divine blessing, to
devote the residue of his life to embodying the
results of his experience in forms that should
be useful to the missionary cause.

The duty first in order was to select topics
for the lectures, and to make the needful in-
vestigations, which required longer time and
greater labor than had been expected. The
aim was to embody practical views of the mis-
sionary work in its largest sense, contemplated
from the missionary stand-point, and to draw
illustrations from every part of the great field
where they seemed most appropriate.
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The lectures were delivered to three succes-
sive Middle Classes in the Andover Seminary ;
and the author takes pleasure in acknowledg-
ing his obligations to Dr. Epwarps A. Park,
of the theological department, having special
charge of that class, for his kind and efficient
support, as also to the other Professors, and to
the Students. At the five other seminaries,
the Lectures were delivered before the body of
Professors and Students. It may not be im-
proper to say, that at Auburn the delivery was
on nine successive evenings, and at Princeton
on ten, and that this unbroken succession
seemed to be with the happiest effect. The
last six lectures of the course at Hartford were
delivered on successive days, and with the like
result.

The author thankfully acknowledges his ob-
ligations to the Trustees of the Andover Sem-
inary, for the formal expression of their earnest
desire for the publication of the lectures; and
also to the Professors in the several institutions
where he had the privilege of lecturing, for
their very kind manner of communicating the
same sentiment. And he the more confidently
appears before the Christian public by reason
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of the frequent expressions of this sentiment
by students in the different seminaries. The
present work is in compliance with these wishes
though in a form that is deemed better adapted
to the taste of the reading public. The text is
unaltered, except so far as was rendered neces-
sary by the change of form; and hence the
reason why the writer is more prominently be-
fore the reader, than he is desirous of being.

As reference is occasionally made to the au-
thor’s personal intercourse with missions, it may
be well to state, that he made an official visit to
the missions of the American Board, bordering
on the Mediterranean, in the years 1828 and
1829 ; again, in 1844 and 1845, when he had
the friendly companionship of the late Dr. Joel
Hawes, of Hartford; and again, in 1855, on his
way home from India. He visited the India
missions, with Dr. Augustus C. Thompson as an
associate, in 1854 and 1865 ; and in the year
1863, he spent four months, in an official visit,
on the Sandwich Islands. Each of these visits
involved much travel by land and sea; yet, -
under the protection of a kind Providence, not
a single accident was anywhere experienced.
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It will at once be seen what is the object of
this work. It is to show the extent of the field
that has been providentially opened for foreign
missions; the providential preparation other-
wise made for such missions; the peculiar na-
ture of the work of missions; the extent to
which it has been carried; its success; the
hindrances at home and abroad, and how they
may be removed; and the claims of foreign
missions upon the churches, and upon young
ministers of the gospel.

The appeal is to those, who look upon the
gospel as the only hope of this lost world. To
this view the author’s experience has brought
him with a power he is unable to resist. His
theory of missions is substantially that of the
Apostle to the Gentiles. And he has the more
confidence in his exposition of it, because of the
ample scope it allows for the exercise of discre-
tion in the use of subordinate means. What-
ever exalts the cross, whatever impressively
sets forth the gospel, must be within the scope
of the great commission given by our Lord.

But the use to be made of subordinate means,
is a subject of much difficulty, on which the
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best and most intelligent men are not yet
fully agreed. Should this volume have the
effect to stimulate secretaries, missionaries, or
others specially interested in the subject and
conversant with it, to efforts for solving the yet
unresolved problems, even should their opinions
differ from his own, the author will greatly re-
joice ; believing that, in so mighty an enter-
prise, entered upon so recently, we must yet
be far from a complete apprehension of the
agencies that ought to be employed.

While the value of local native churches as a
prominent instrumentality for renovating the
heathen world, is set forth with earnestness,
the word church is used only in the sense of an
associated, local body of Christians, whether
governed by the popular vote, by elders chosen
for the purpose, or in some other way. The
necessity of native pastors is indeed insisted
upon ; and also of a pastorate confessedly modi-
fied from that of the apostolic churches, though
in strict conformity with the present usage of
all evangelical denominations. Into the minor
details of church polity, the author has not
deemed himself called to enter.
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Some may be ready to regard the theory of
missions here described as being self-evident,
seeing it is so very simple. But such an impres-
sion would betray much ignorance of the history
of modern missions. It is even now a contro-
verted point with not a few friends of missions,
to say nothing of others, whether civilization
must not precede Christianity, or, at any rate,
what is the precise relation of the two. Recent
publications show, also, that the relative place of
preaching in the missionary work, as compared
with education, is not quite settled, though the
difference is perhaps somewhat more theoreti-
cal than practical; and the question seems to
have no great interest beyond the caste-regions
of India. Scarcely fifteen years have elapsed
since it was deemed advisable to send a Deputa-
tion to India, with one of its leading objects to
persuade the missionaries of the American
Board in that country to commence the prac-
tice of ordaining native pastors. There is
printed evidence, much of which has not been
published, that the theory of missions advocated
by the Deputation when in India, was substan-
tially the same which is embodied in this work ;
and the unexpected discussion at the annual
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meeting of the American Board in 1855, as to
the proceedings of that Deputation, and the
holding of a special meeting to inquire into their
proceedings, was in great measure the result of
misapprehension ; as was abundantly shown, at
the annual meeting in 1856, by the Report of
the « Committee of Thirteen” Yet the nu-
merous columns of the religious newspapers,
occupied with this subject previous to the re-
port of that committee, would convince any
one, that the theory of missions was then by
no means determined. Seven years later, a
Deputation was sent to the Sandwich Islands,
largely to induce the missionaries on those
islands to put the native church-members gen-
erally under a native pastorate, and to place
the native pastorate of the islands on an inde-
pendent footing, which there was an apparent
backwardness to do. And so far as informa-
tion is yet attainable, it is only a few years
since the discovery was made, that native pas-
tors form an essential element in native churches,
to make them' healthful, vigorous, self-support-
ing, and aggressive.

In point of fact, the principles and methods
of foreign missions embodied in the seventh
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chapter, were wrought out with painstaking,
and through much conflict of opinion.

The author’s aim, throughout, has been to
give an honest presentation of what may prop-
erly be called the science of missions, as it is
understood by himself, and never in a con-
troversial form; and he ventures the hope that
this result of his labors may serve, in future
times, for a landmark to those who shall per-
form the service for their generation, which he
has endeavored to perform for his.

It is proper to say a word as to the clas-
sification and arrangement of topics. The first
chapter presents the field of the world, as it is
opening to the foreign missions of our day, and:
the second the preparations for occupying it.
The seven following chapters illustrate, in va-
rious forms, the nature of the work. The hin-
drances existing at home to the propagation
of the gospel in heathen lands are next consid-
ered; and then there are two chapters setting
forth the extent to which modern missions have
been prosecuted, and the success which has
attended them. It was natural to discuss the
claims of the work on young ministers of the
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gospel, which is the topic of the thirteenth
chapter. Nor could the great subject of mis-
sions, avowedly for the conversion of the hea-
then world to the evangelical faith, be dismissed
without an inquiry into the strength of the
opposing force there is in the Romish missions.
The last chapter contains a résumé of the vol-
ume, with concluding reflections. Articles will
be found in the Appendix, that are believed to
add materially to the value of the work.
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CHAPTER 1.

AN OPENING WORLD.

Objects of Inquiry. — Why restricted to Asia. — Importance of India.
Problems to be solved. — How the Possession of India by Great
Britain opened the Way into Turkey. — How into China. — Combi-
nation of the Great Christian Powers for opening China to Com-
merce. — Remarkable Change in the Diplomatic World. — How
India was opened.— Openings in other Parts of the World.

It is proper that I enter upon my subject by
showing, in the first place, how the unevangelized
world has of late been providentially opened to
Christian missions; secondly, how Christendom,
meanwhile, has been in a process of unconscious
preparation for evangelizing it; and, thirdly, the
consequent development, in the Evangelical Church,
of a missionary spirit, and of missionary organiza-
tions, with the avowed expectation and purpose — for
the first time since the apostolic age — of laboring
for the conversion of the whole heathen world.

The first branch of the subject is too extended for

an exhaustive discussion. I shall therefore attempt
1
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only to show how the portions of the unevangelized
world were opened that are most populous. I refer
to Southern, Eastern, and Western Asia, containing
a population of more than six hundred millions. It
has for many years been my official duty to give at-
tention to this process; and it has seemed to me to
be one of the most impressive indications of an all-
embracing Providence, preparing the way for the
great work now claiming the attention and efforts of
the Christian Church. Preliminary to this, it will
be necessary to state the great problems that were
to be practically solved.

I begin with India, because that was the pivot
on which the lever of Providence (so to speak)
seemed to move in opening so large a portion of the
heathen world. Here, in a population of nearly two
hundred millions, it was necessary, first, to break
down the Mohammedan power, extending over most
of the country; secondly, to break down the Brah-
minical power, resting upon caste, and having the
sanction of ages; and, thirdly, when the East India
Company had answered its purpose, it was needful
to bring that great selfish corporation to an end.
India was not fully prepared for the entrance of the
gospel, until these results were all substantially
attained.

In Western Asia, it was necessary, first, that Eng-
land should secure a predominant influence in the
governments of both Turkey and Persia; secondly,
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that the persecuting ecclesiastical rulers of the Ori-
ental churches should somehow be so far restrained,
as to secure a tolerable protection for Protestant
converts; thirdly, that the death-penalty in Moham-
medan law should be practically nullified; and,
fourthly, that Western and Central Asia should be
protected against the encroachments of the late
ambitious and bigoted autocrat of Russia.

In Eastern Asia it was necessary, that the great
Christian powers of the world should combine to
secure a free commercial and religious access to the
vast population of China and the neighboring coun-
tries.

We at once see, that only the ¢ Hand which
moves the World »” could accomplish all this. Fifty
years ago, no well-informed man would have said
that any part of Western, Southern, or Eastern
Asia was fairly open to Christian missions; and no
well-informed man' can doubt that these countries
are now open, with only a few partial exceptions.

How was the opening for the gospel effected into
these extended and populous regions ?

The discovery of the way to India by the Cape of
Good Hope, in 1498, was the first step. The second
was the chartering of a small company of English-
men by Queen Elizabeth, in the year 1600, for trad-
ing in India, which afterwards took the name of the
East India Company. The next step was twelve
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years later, when the Grand Mogul was persuaded to
authorize this Company to form a commercial post
in India. This was the beginning of the British
empire in the Bast. Then came the struggle, first
with the Portuguese, and then with the French,
which was to determine whether Popery or Prot-
estantism should govern India; and the triumph of
Protestantism. The Mohammedan powers of India
were partially subdued by means of successive wars.
The celebrated battle of Plassey, in 1757, with Clive
in command, more than a hundred and fifty years
after the chartering of the Con&pany, first gave it
dominion; and this dominion was constantly ex-
tended by similar measures, until it covered thirty
degrees of latitude, and as many of longitude, em-
bracing every variety of climate, scenery, and soil,
and nearly two hundred millions of people, speaking
twelve or fifteen polished languages.

The possession of this Indian empire by the Eng-
lish nation, — the opening of which to the gospel I
shall illustrate after tracing its influence in the west
and east of Asia,— made it necessary to keep open
a highway between India and England, the mother
country. This is a point of special interest; for
were it not for this, the whole political influence in
Turkey, if not the absolute dominion (so far as we
can now see), would have been divided between
France and Russia, —the one Roman Catholic, the
other of the Greek Church, and both hostile to
Protestant missions.
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The security of the English empire in India made
it imperative with England to acquire and to exer-
cise a paramount influence in the government of
Turkey. For this purpose she kept her ablest diplo-
matist at the Porte. Her war with Egypt in 1840,
with Russia in 1855, called the Crimean war (in
which France found it for her interest to unite), and
with Persia in 1856, -- from which the immortal
Havelock returned just in time to act his important
part in saving India to England and to the cause of
missions, — all these wars grew more or less directly
out of the necessity of keeping this great highway
open ; and also of restraining the progress of Rus-
sian power across Central Asia towards the Indian
empire.

Moreover, as Russia was the acknowledged pro-
tector of the Greek Christians in Turkey, and France
of the Roman Catholics, the question naturally
arose with the enlightened English- Ambassador at
the Porte, and with English statesmen, whether
England would not strengthen herself in Western
Asia, by becoming the protector of the Protestant
Christians, then multiplying in those regions
through the labors of Protestant missionaries. A
Parliamentary ¢ Blue Book ” contains the proof of
this. Thus it came to pass that the English em-
bassies, both at Constantinople and in Persia, were
providentially induced, if they were not really in-
structed, to extend that protection to the American
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missionaries, and their converts, among the Arme-
nians and Nestorians, without which neither Turkey
nor Persia would have been really open to the gos-
pel. Through the influence of Lord Stratford de
Redcliffe, the British Ambassador at Constanti-
nople, the death-penalty in Mohammedan law for
abjuring the Moslem faith, was virtually abolished ;
and the Protestant Christians of the empire were
recognized by the Sultan as a distinet body, inde-
pendent of all the other Christian sects, and en-
titled to the protection of the government in their
persons and religious privileges. We owe all this,
under God, to the providential fact, that England
had gained an empire in India, and must needs
preserve an unincumbered way to it. '

Next, as to the great and vastly populous coun-
tries lying eastward of India. The East India Com-
pany had a trading-post in China, at Canton, and
one of their most profitable articles for sale was
opium. It was, and is now, a rich source of rev-
enue. As this was exerting a pernicious influence
on the health and morals of the people, the Chinese
government wisely sought to put a stop to the
trade. Finding no other way to prevent the intro-
duction of the poison into the empire, they de-
stroyed a large quantity of it at Canton. 'The
result was a war, — an iniquitous war, doubtless, on
the part of the East India Company, — but still a
war; and this was the beginning of a series of war-
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like aggressions, in which, ultimately, for the pur-
pose of opening China to the commercial world, not
only England, but France, Russia, and even the
United States, became more or less involved;
until, in 1858, treaties were made by the Chinese
with each of the four great powers,— England,
France, Russia, and America, engaging, among
other things (I quote the words of the treaty),
that “any person, either citizen of the country
with which the treaty is made, or Chinese convert
to the faith of the Protestant or Roman Catholic
churches, who, according to these tenets, peaceably
teaches and practices the principles of Christianity,
shall in no case be interfered with, or molested.” !

As this was a stipulation made with each and all
of those powers, for not less than four hundred mil-
lions of pagans, it must be regarded as one of the
most important transactions of modern times. Sub-
sequent events have shown that the treaty was not
a vain form. Every important port of China is
accessible, and so is almost every part of the in-
terior, not in a state of rebellion; and China is
now seeking, through an embassy, at the head of
which is one of our own countrymen, to establish
peaceful and honorable relations with the Christian
world.

It should be added that, after China had been
made thus accessible to the commerce and religion

1 Report of Am. Board, 1859, p. 111 ; Miss. Herald, 1858, p. 338
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of Christendom, it was not possible for its near
neighbor, Japan, to be much longer in determined
non-intercourse with other nations; and Japan is
now being opened, though reluctantly, to the light
and influence of Christian truth, as well as to the
commerce of the world.

The remarkable union of the plenipotentiaries of
the four great Christian nations, in stipulating with
the Chinese emperor for the entrance and protec-
‘tion of Christian missionaries, and for the protec-
tion also of their converts in every province of
the empire, reveals an astonishing change in the
public sentiment of the diplomatic world, as re-
gards the value of missionaries, and of Christian
missions.

It may be well to add, that these treaties were
negotiated in 1858, a year memorable as the one in
which the Bast India Company closed its existence.

~ 'We shall be more impressed with the magnitude
of this revolution (for it was such, as regards re-
ligious toleration), if we now go back to the begin-
ning of the century, and observe what indications
of hostile feeling to missions existed in the high
places, not of India alone, but even of England,
and how the hostile feeling was overcome at last.
The well-known English Baptist missionaries,
Carey, Marshman, and Ward, arrived at Calcutta
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in 1799, and were ordered by the East India gov
ernment to leave India; but found a refuge, for a
time, in the Danish town of Serampore, sixteen
miles above Calcutta, which was not then subject
to the East India Company. On a subsequent
arrival of missionaries, orders were given by the
authorities at Calcutta, not to preach to the natives,
nor to allow their converts to preach, nor to distrib-
ute books or tracts, nor to take any step to induce
the people to embrace Christianity.! In 1812, the
first American missionaries, — Hall, Judson, New-
ell, Nott, and Rice, — arrived at Calcutta, and were
ordered away, though they somehow found means
to evade the order. An English missionary, who
accompanied them from America, was actually forced
by the government to return to England.

How strangely the East India government was
long in sympathy, and even partnership, with Hindu
idolatry, is strikingly set forth by Dr. Mullens, now
Foreign Secretary of the London Missionary Society,
whose valuable acquaintance I formed while he was
a missionary at Caleutta. He says : —

“There was a time when, through the extensive
preaching of the gospel by the Tranquebar and
Tanjore missionaries and other causes, the temples
in the Madras Presidency began to be deserted, and
to fall into decay. Then it was that the government
of Madras took them under its own protection,

1 Marshman’s Life and Times of Carey, etc., vol. i. p. 260.
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appointed the officiating priests, received the offer-
ings, disbursed the expenses, publicly presented
gifts, and restored new vigor to the dying system!
The government of Madras made itself trustee of
the pagoda-lands. In times of drought, the Col-
lector ordered the Brahmins to pray to the gods
for rain, and paid money for their expenses. Kuro-
pean officers joined in salutes to the idols. Some,
of their ‘own accord, would make their obeisance,
and others would ride in front of the cars, shouting
with the multitude, <Hari Bol!’ Villagers were
summoned to draw the cars by order of the Col-
lector, and were whipped by the native officials, if
they refused. The temples were kept in repair by
the government, and the illuminations at the festi-
vals were paid for from the treasury.”? '
Another authority states than more than eight
thousand temples in the Madras Presidency, with
all their estates, were entirely managed by the Eng-
lish officers of government. In 1852, they paid out
$750,000 for repairs of temples, for making and
consecrating new idols, and for priests, idol cars,
musicians, painters, watchmen, and dancing women.?
“The same guilty course,” Dr. Mullens con-
tinues, ‘“was adopted at the other Presidencies.
In Ceylon, all the chief Buddhist priests were ap-
pointed by government, and expenses for ¢ devil

1 Result of Missionary Labor in India, p. 44.
2 Christian Work, July, 1864.
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dancing,” continued at Kandy for seven days, were
paid, as per voucher, ¢ For Her Majesty’s service’!”

There were members of the government, and
some of the Governor Generals, to whom this hea-
thenish policy was far from being acceptable ; but
such was the prevailing spirit of the ruling pow-
ers. Such, too, was the spirit of the “ Old In-
dians,” as those were called who had retired to
opulence and ease in England. A mutiny of native
troops at Nellore, in 1806, occasioned the loss of
five hundred English lives; and this mutiny the
« Old Indians” attributed — as indeed they after-
wards did the larger one of 1857 — to the pres-
ence and influence of Christian missions. A great
controversy arose at length in England, in which
nearly thirty different publications were issued.
This did something towards preparing the public
mind for the question of a new charter for the
Bast India Company, which came before Parlia-
ment in 1813, and which the friends of missions
were determined should be made to secure religious
toleration in India. This was three years after the
formation of the American Board, thirteen years
after that of the Church Missionary Society, and
eighteen after that of the London Missionary So-
ciety. There was then an energetic renewal of the
controversy. And it is painful to see how indif-
ferent, how hostile even, what was in fact the most
Christian government in Europe then was to the
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diffusion of the glorious gospel of Christ among
the millions of its subjects in the East. The great
bulk of the Anglo-Indians insisted, that any attempt
to evangelize India would cost England a loss of the
Indian empire. Mr. Wilberforce believed that nine
tenths of the members of the House of Commons
would vote against any motion the friends of re-
ligion might make. The periodical press was
almost universally opposed to introducing the gos-
pel into India; and the high ministers of state
were believed to be utterly devoid of sympathy
with missionary efforts.! Nothing could have over-
come all this, and secured freedom to the missiona-
ries in India, except such an unlooked-for devel-
opment of interest in missions in the English
churches, as was evinced by nine hundred peti-
tions, from all parts of the country, which came
in as the result of an appeal from Wilberforce,
Grant, and others, together with the addition of
two of Wilberforce’s eloquent speeches during the
progress of the debate in Parliament. The char-
ter was finally made substantially conformable to
the wishes of the friends of missions, and thus, in
the good providence of God, India was thrown open
to missionaries. That is to say, English missiona-
ries could no longer be debarred by the East India
government from entering that country.

But the connection of the government with the

1 Marshman’s Life and Times, etc., vol. ii. p. 3.
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idolatry of the country continued to be active, and
its spirit more or less hostile to missions, for nearly
thirty years longer ; and the full preparation of India
for the gospel was not before the year 1857, — the
year of the great mutiny and rebellion, — and was
the immediate consequence of that terrible convul-
sion. Caste was the last idol in India which the
English rulers ceased to dread. TIts terror lay
mainly in the Sepoy army, of some two or three
hundred thousands, which they could not trust,
and did not know how to dishand. At length this
great native army rebelled, and made war alike upon
English rulers and native Christians. Everywhere
English dwellings were burned down, and the bodies
of more than fifteen hundred English men and
women, many of rank and culture, ‘lay unburied
upon the wastes, the food of dogs and jackals, and
of foul birds of prey; and riot, plunder, and mur-
der strode wildly over the land.”! Yet this storm,
after it had passed, was found to have been a rich
blessing, though terribly disguised. The Sepoy
army had been disbanded. Caste was no longer a
terror. The Moslem power was broken. And,
what was perhaps most important of all, it was
found that two thousand native comverts had en-
dured persecution firmly, some of them unto death;
and the missionaries thus learned to hold such con-
verts in much higher estimation, and became more
1 Mullens’ Ten Years in India, p. 8.
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ready to repose confidence in them when formed
into churches, and to entrust to them the pastoral
office. To crown all, the reign of the East India
Company was brought to a most desirable close, and
Sir John Lawrence, one of the ablest and bést of
the Christian men in India, was placed on the vice-
regal throne.

This opening of a population of more than six
hundred millions in India and Western and Eastern
Asia, to the missionaries of the gospel, may all be
said to have occurred (excepting the earlier wars
with the Moslem and Pagan powers) after the year
1812, or within the space of about fifty years, and
since the formation of the American Board. I be-
lieve the change, for magnitude and importance, is
without a parallel in the history of the world. And
who can fail to see the hand of Him, who, with all
power in heaven and earth, is preparing the way for
His people to carry out the grand purpose of His re-
demption.

Were 1 to pursue this illustration of a world
opening to the gospel, I might point to Western
and Southern Africa, to Italy, to South America,
and to the Isles of the Pacific. I might speak of
the Protestant ascendency recently gained in Cen-
tral Europe, of the recent change in Spain, and of
the four emancipated millions in our own country.

But enough has been said. The providence of
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God, in so marvelously opening the uncivilized world
for the propagation of the gospel, naturally leads to
the inquiry, whether corresponding changes have
meanwhile occurred in the Christian world. This
will be the topic of the next chapter.



CHAPTER II.

AN UPRISING CHURCH.

Preparations in the Christian World. —Development of a Missionary
Spirit. — What is meant by it. — How differing from that of Former
Ages.— Missionary Development in England, and its Early Charac-
teristics. — When the several Evangelical Denominations of Europe
entered upon the Work. — Missionary Developments in the United
States. — Characteristics. — The Time come for attempting the Con-
version of the World.

THE providential changes in the Christian world,
of which I am now to speak, did not severally awaken
any great attention at the time of their occurrence,
but we now see in them the hand of God. Volumes
would not exhaust the subject; and I can merely
glance at the more important topics. Nor is it need-
ful that I do more, as the reader must already be so
familiar with this part of the subject, that a simple
utterance of the propositions will suggest the need-
ful illustrations.

Since the Reformation, the human mind in the
Christian Church has been continually becoming
more free for examining, embracing, and promul-
gating the truths of the gospel. The Bible has been
set at liberty, to be ‘ranslated into all languages, and
to be read by all the world. The apostolic idea of
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the local, self-governed church, for many ages in
great measure lost to the world, has been recovered,
as one of the great results of the Reformation. A
Christian literature has been created. And, finally,
while the churches remain in the full exercise of
their ecclesiastical prerogatives, with what facility
do their members, whose hearts beat in unison with
the Saviour’s command, form themselves into associa-
tions, in harmonious codperation with the churches,
and really a part of their organization, for collecting
and managing the funds which are needed to fill the
world with preachers, with the Seriptures, and with
intelligent readers of the same. These are all im-
mense results, and of inestimable value.

In a general view, embracing the Christian world
at large, the preparation is even more striking.
‘We see it in all the domains of literature, science,
art, commerce, and geographical discovery; in the
rebellions and revolutions of nations; in the history
of civilization from the Reformation until now. As
compared with the Roman world, in the first ages
of Christianity, or with the Christian world, in the
Early and Middle Ages, everything is greatly
changed. The tendency among Christian nations
now, is more and more to the forming of interna-
tional relations, which is a new and most hopeful
feature. Life, thought, labor, all have a greatly in-
creased value, because of the immense increase of

facilities for the intercommunication of man with
2
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man. With our railroads, steamships, and tele-
graphic wires; with our electrotyping, and power-
presses ; our sciences, arts, and commerce; with
neither Hun, Vandal, or Moslem to set back the
tide of civilization, who does not see that the time
for blessing the whole earth with the gospel has
come, and that this is the grand business of the
churches in our day?

We should not be surprised, then, if, as a conse-
quence of this, and the result of divine agenecy, we
find also a new and strange development of the mis-
sionary spirit, and a strange uprising for the mis-
sionary work, throughout the evangelical churches.

This suggests our third and last topie, namely, —
the development, in the Evangelical Church, of a
migsionary spirit, and of missionary organizations,
with the avowed expectation and purpose of labor-
ing for the conversion of the whole heathen world.

To avoid misapprehension, I define what I mean
by the missionary spirit. It is really the same thing
in foreign missions, and in home missions; being
the earnmest response of a believing heart to the
Saviour’s last injunction. I of course use the phrase
in its special relation to foreign missions. Yet it is
not the foreign missionary alone, who illustrates this
spirit. It is as really illustrated by the home mis-
sionary, and by every pastor who labors to call forth
the prayers and contributions of his people for the
conversion of the world.
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It will at once be seen, that the modern develop-
ment of the missionary spirit must needs differ in
many respects from that of all past ages. This is
owing to the vastly changed condition, already de-
seribed, both of the. unevangelized world, and of
Christendom. The missionary spirit is now intensely
social and enterprising, seeking to enlist and organ-
ize Christians in large bodies, with the declared and
earnest purpose of a universal diffusion of the gospel.
We saw it not in this form in the apostolic age, nor
do we in any of the subsequent ages. Indeed, the
missionary spirit is possible in this form only in a
considerably advanced Christian civilization.

I am not able distinctly to trace a historical con-
nection between either the Danish mission to India,
commenced in 1705, or the Moravian mission to
Greenland, commenced in 1733, or the missions to
the American Indians previous to 1750, with the
modern development of the missionary spirit, of
which I am now treating ; though each of those is
worthy of all honor, and of a grateful commemora-
tion.

The missionary development, in its modern form,
would seem to have had its rise about the year 1789,
in the efforts of William Carey, a Baptist minister
in the interior of England, who afterwards became
a distinguished missionary in India. The project of
personally effecting a mission among the heathen,
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and of an organized movement in the churches at
home for that purpose, seems to have taken full pos-
session of his soul. Yet he found little encourage-
ment among his ministerial brethren. Marshman,
in his ¢ Life and Times ” of Carey and his associates,
relates the following singular occurrence at a meet-
ing of Baptist ministers in Northampton. He says:
“Mr. Ryland, senior, called on the young men
around him to propose a topic for discussion; on
which Mr. Carey rose, and proposed for considera-
tion ¢ The duty of Christians to attempt the spread
of the gospel among heathen nations.” The vener-
able divine received the proposal with astonishment ;
and, springing on his feet, denounced the proposi-
tion with a frown, and thundered out, ¢ Young man,
sit down ; when God pleases to convert the heathen,
he will do it without your aid, or mine.’ !

It is difficult to account for this feeling of the
good old minister, even should we suppose him
strongly tinctured with the antinomianism then so
prevalent among his brethren. But Mr. Ryland was
not thus tinctured, and was not alone in this feel-
ing ; for we are told, that ‘“the aged and more in-
fluential ministers generally ” endeavored to dis-
suade Mr. Carey from what they deemed ¢ so vision-
ary a scheme.” 2 His ultimate success was with men
nearer his own age and standing; such as Andrew
Fuller, Suteliff, John Ryland, and Pearce.

1 Marshman’s Life and T'imes, ete., vol. i. p. 10.
2 Marshman, vol. i. p. 14.
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What I now relate, as having occurred in the
Scottish Church, is on the same authority, and is
corroborated by other testimony.

In the year 1796, after the Baptist and London
Missionary Societies had both been formed, a prop-
osition to establish a foreign mission was made in
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland;
and “was treated,” we are told, * not only as an un-
natural, but a revolutionary design.” A clergyman
by the name of Hamilton asserted, that ¢ to spread
abroad the knowledge of the gospel among barba-
rous heathen nations, seemed to him highly prepos-
terous, inasmuch as it anticipates, nay, reverses the
order of nature.” ¢ Men,” he said, ¢ must be pol-
ished and refined in their manners, before they can
be properly enlightened in religious truths. The
venerable Dr. Erskine earnestly opposed those views.
But Dr. Hill pronounced missionary societies to be
highly dangerous in their tendencies to the good
order of society; and Mr. Boyle declared his appre-
hension that their funds would in time be turned
against the constitution, and therefore the General
Assembly ought to give the overtures recommending
them its most serious disapprobation, and its im-
mediate and most decisive opposition.!

Yet in that very year a missionary society of
moderate size was formed in Edinburgh, by Presby-

1 Marshman, vol. i. p. 19. See also Dr. William Brown’s History of
the Propagation of Christianity, vol. ii. p. 474.
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terians and others, which afterwards took the name
of the Scottish Missionary Society, and another was
formed in Glasgow ; both of which sent missionaries
to Western Africa. It was nearly thirty years after
the debate just mentioned, before the General As-
sembly of Scotland entered on foreign missions, but
the Church of Scotland has since done good mission-
ary service.

I must state, in the briefest manner, at what time
the different European evangelical denominations
entered the field. The English Baptists, as we have
seen, in 1792 ; the English Independents in 1795,
in the London Missionary Society; the Scottish and
Glasgow Missionary Societies in 1796 ; the Duteh, in
the Netherlands Missionary Society, in 1797 ; the
Evangelical English Episcopalians, in the Church
Missionary Society, in 1800 ; the Swiss, in the Basle
Missionary Society, in 1816 ; the English Wesleyans
in 1817 ; and the Church of Scotland in 1824. Since
then, five missionary societies, on a small scale, have
been formed in England ; five in Scotland; one in
Ireland, one in France; eight in Germany and Swit-
zerland ; one in Holland ; one in Norway, and two in
Sweden. And the annual aggregate income of these
thirty-three European missionary societies, in the
year 1866, exceeded $3,500,000.

I come now to the development of the foreign
missionary spirit in our own country.
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It was a leading object with the ¢ Pilgrims® in
migrating to this western continent, to extend the
Redeemer’s kingdom in lands where Christ had not
been named. They worked under great disadvan-
tage ; but the age of John Eliot, from 1646 to 1675,
is said, with probable justice, to have been as really
a missionary age in New England, as is the present ;
and that portion of our country is believed to have
done as much then for the conversion of the heathen,
in proportion to its ability, as it is doing now.l Of
Eliot’s translation of the Bible, a single copy of
which (because so few copies are in existence) is now
worth a large sum, three thousand five hundred copies
were printed at Cambridge ; and these were the only
Bibles printed in America for a long time. In 1675,
as the result of the labors of Eliot and perhaps a
dozen other missionaries, there were fourteen settle-
ments of “praying Indians,” with a population of
three thousand and six hundred, and twenty-four
regular congregations, with as many Indian preach-
ers. The whole formed a partially civilized Christian
community. It suffered greatly in King Philip’s war,
which commenced in 1675. But the missions were
continued, and in 1696 there were thirty Indian
churches in Massachusetts alone, some with Indian
pastors; and the number of Christian Indians was
somewhat over four thousand.? The missions were

1 Tracy’s History of the American Board, p. 21.
2 See Tracy’s History of the American Board, for a more extended
account of the early missions to the Indians.
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nearly suspended in the revolutionary war; but were
revived early in the present century.

Missions to the Indians have, therefore, been
always sustained in this country. It remains for me
to show, though in the briefest manner, how the
American missions were revived on a much broader
scale.

The Foreign Missionary Societies now existing in
our country, were formed in the following order.
The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, in 1810; the American Baptist Mission-
ary Union, in 1814 ; the Methodist Episcopal Mis-
sionary Society, in 1819; the Board of the Reformed
Dutch Church,in 1832 ; the Free-will Baptist Foreign
Missionary Society, in 1833 ; the Presbyterian Board
of Foreign Missions, in 1833 (though the Presby-
terian Church properly dates its entrance upon
foreign missions as far back as the year 1812, when
it commenced that associated operation through the
American Board which a portion of it still con-
tinues) ; the Protestant Ipiscopal Board of Missions,
in 1835 (though Episcopal missionaries had been
sent to Greece five years before) ; the Evangelical
Lutheran Missionary Society, in 1837; the Re-
formed Presbyterian, the Associate Presbyterian,
and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian, in 1844 ;
the Southern Baptist Board, in 1845 ; the American
Missionary Association, in 1846; the American and
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Foreign Christian Union, in 1850 ; the United Pres-
byterian (by union of the Associate and Associate
Reformed), in 1859 ; the American Church Mission-
ary Society, in 1860 ; and the Southern Presbyterian
Board, in 1861.

Two or three of the more important character-
istics in the development of our present missionary
spirit, should receive a brief notice.

1. It had a small beginning and many discourage-
ments in this country, as it had in England. So
far as is known, the idea of a personal consecration
to a foreign mission was first entertained by a few
students in Williams College, in 1808, and after-
.wards by those and others in the Andover Theological
Seminary. But they found so little sympathy in the
religious community, that they long kept their in-
tention a secret. When at length they ventured to
ask advice at Bradford of the General Association
of Massachusetts, two of the six names on their paper
were stricken off, lest so many candidates for a
foreign mission should alarm the clerical body. Our
Christian community, as a whole, was then far from
being ready to approve of their mission. The Rev.
Mr. Sanborn, of Reading, in Massachusetts, a good
man, expressed the widely extended sentiment of the
community when, at a conference with the young
candidates in Professor Stuart’s study in Andover,
he said, —after expressing his sense of the import-
ance of the object,— that the project seemed to
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savor of infatuation; that the proposal was pre-
matﬁre; that we had more work at home than we
could do; and that it would be impossible to meet
the expense.!

It is the opinion of some good men, now, that the
American Board, the first foreign missionary society
formed in this country, ought to have been consti-
tuted by a vote of the. individual Congregational
churches, rather than by that of a General Associa-
tion. But the Congregational churches, as a body,
were not then interested enough to vote generally on
the subject. A general vote could not have been
obtained. Andif it could, the vote would doubtless
have been  against going forward, af that time, in
missions to foreign heathen nations.

2. That the missionary spirit is yet far from being
an all-pervading sentiment in the churches, is evinced
by the large number of church-members — from a
fourth to one third — who are known to give nothing
in support of the cause.

3. There has, however, been an encouraging prog-
ress. The most spiritual, prayerful, active, and in-
telligent members of the evangelical churches have,
to great extent, been at length partially enlisted ;
and they are acting on principle, and have enlisted
for life. The contributions are an evidence of ad-
vance. Those in this country, for foreign missions,

1 Memorial Volume of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, p. 52.
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in the year 1811, amounted to only $1,667; but in
the year 1868, their sum total exceeded $1,600,000.

In a review of the facts which have passed under
survey, the conclusion seems irresistible, that the
time for all the friends of the Redeemer to pray,
plan, and labor for the speedy conversion of the
world, has come. How do we account for all this?
What does it mean? Within the memory of many
who are now living, the world has been strangely
opened, as by a miracle, and made aceessible to the
gospel. Why is this? And why has such a vast,
systematic organization grown up of associations
over the Christian world, with the specific and de-
clared purpose to publish the gospel to every crea-
ture ? Ne\(er was such a thing seen before. Why
has the great and blessed God crowded so many and
such stupendous results into our day? I am unable
to answer these inquiries, except on the supposition
~that the ¢ fullness of time > has come for the com-
manded and predicted publication of the gospel
through the world. Surely there has never been an
age like the present. Never did churches, never
did individual Christians, never did any man with the
gospel in his hands, stand in such a relation to the
unevangelized world, as we now do. Not only is that
world accessible, but it lies on our very borders.
Men sometimes complain of the frequency and the
urgency of the calls on their religious benevolence,
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or upon their missionary service. But do they not
see that these calls result from the character which
God has impressed upon our age, and from the rela-
tions we stand in to the surrounding world? Our
fathers of the last century had no such calls from
nations beyond the limits of Christendom ; and they
had not, because those nations were then compara-
tively unknown, or else were unapproachable. But
God has been pleased to lift the pall of death from off
the heathen world; to bring it near; and to fill our
eyes with the sight and our ears with the cry of
their distress. He has leveled mountains and bridged
oceans, which separated the benighted nations from
us, and made for us a highway to everyland. To us
he says, ¢ Go ! ” — with an emphasis and a meaning
such as this command never had to ministers and
Christians in former ages.



CHAPTER III.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH.

The Apostles Missionaries. — Their Missions the Model for all Mis-
sions, — Theirs a Missionary Age. — Surveyed from a Missionary
Stand-point. — A New and Great Idea. — Developed in the Face of
Jewish Prejudices. — Jewish Notion of Messiah’s Reign.— Idea
underlying the Prediction of Messiah’s Kingdom. — Backwardness
to receive Gentile Converts simply as Christians. — The Judaizing
Doctrine disowned by the Apostles. — Why they were so long in
Jerusalem. — Reserve of the Supernatural. — Unrecorded Years of
St. Paul. — Mission to Cyprus. — Labors at Antioch. — Ritualists.
Matters referred to Jerusalem.— The Church Idea developed, and
St. Paul enters on his Mission.— Why the Intellectual Christian
Life was so slowly developed.

ExPERIENCE has brought me to the conclusion,
that the apostolic missions ought to be regarded
as substantially the model for Christian missions to
the heathen in all subsequent ages. I may then be
allowed, thus early in the discussion, to ask atten-
tion to those missions, as they are set forth in the
New Testament, and beheld from a missionary stand-
point.

The apostles were really missionaries, though
with an inspiration and authority peculiar to them-
selves, and with miraculous powers that were not
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transmitted. Timothy, Titus, and others their com-
panions, usually called Evangelists, were missiona-
ries in the ordinary sense. The apostolic age was
preéminently a missionary age, and will best be
understood when contemplated as such; and it is
as such that I propose now to view it, presenting
the facts as I find them in the inspired record.
That record being inspired, it is of course infal-
libly correct, and whatever there is in it of doc-
trine or duty, is from God. But it does not fol-
low, that the first missionaries did not profit by
the teachings of experience in the prosecution of
their missions. It will appear as we proceed, I
think, that they did thus profit, and that there is
therefore, much in their experience which we may
use for our own instruction and encouragement.

The first thing claiming our attention, is the pro-
cess by which the Cmristian IpeEs or A CHURCH
was originally developed. It was a remarkable pro-
cess. And it is the more important for us to con-
sider it, and the time it took to develop that idea,
because we have been much longer in modern mis-
sions, as I shall have occasion to show hereafter, in
working out the true, spiritual idea of missions.
Considering the strength and prevalence of the
Judaizing spirit and prejudices in the apostolic age,
we must not wonder that there was a tardy develop-
ment of so new and great an idea, as a CHURCH FOR
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THE WHOLE WORLD; involving baptism, to take
the place of eircumcision ; the relation sustained to
Abraham, as the Father of the Faithful, to be no
longer one of descent, or of blood, but simply one
of faith; and the promises of the Old Testament to
be no longer understood as applicable exclusively to
the Jews as such, but to the Christian Church. This
grand idea — the hope of a perishing world — was
wrought out through years of strife, imprisonments,
and blood. This process I am now to consider in its
several aspects. And, —

1. The apostles, when chosen to be such, were
thoroughly imbued with the Jewish notion, that
the Messiah was to reign personally on earth—to
have a temporal kingdom, and to elevate the Jews
to the rank of a royal nation. And the evidence
that they retained this notion until after the resur-
rection of Christ, appears in the question put by
them to their Lord before his ascension. We are
told that they then asked him, * Lord, wilt thon
at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel ? 1!
As there is ample proof that this error of the apos-
tles prevented them, while entertained, from clearly
apprehending the spiritual nature of the kingdom
their Lord had come to set up, he might perhaps
have been expected to eradicate it while he was with
them. But he did not, and his reply to the question
proposed was : It is not for you to know the times

1 Acts i, 6.
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or the seasons which the Father hath put in his
own power; but ye shall receive power after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”! And no doubt
they did at length arrive at a correet apprehension
of this subject, under the teachings of the Spirit.
St. Paul fully comprehended the grand idea under-
lying the predictions of Messiah’s kingdom. Writ-
ing to the Galatians, and to the Romans, during his
second visit to Corinth, he boldly sets forth the
purely spiritual nature of Messiah’s reign. He
declares, that under that reign, —that is, under
the Christian dispensation, — ¢ there is neither Jew
nor Greek, neither male nor female,” but that all
are “one in Christ Jesus.” He- affirms, that all
who are Christ’s, Gentiles as well as Jews, “are
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the prom-
ise;””? that the middle wall of partition between
Jews and Gentiles is broken down by the gospel.?
This was what so especially roused the enmity of
the Jews. “He is not a Jew,” says the apostle,
“which is one outwardly; neither is that circum-
cision, which is outward in the flesh; but he is a
Jew, who is one inwardly, and circumeision is that
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the let-
ter.”* Meaning, that Jewish descent and circum-
cision were no longer to be considered, in gathering
a Christian church. Again, he declares Abraham
1 Actsi. 7, 8. 2 Gal. iii. 28, 29.
3 Eph. ii. 14. 4 Rom. ii. 28, 29.
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to be ¢ the father of all them that believe, though
they be not circumecised.” ¢ For,” he adds, < the
promise that he should be the heir of the world,
was not to Abraham, or his seed, through the law,
but through the righteousness of faith.”! Which
can mean no less than that the promises and bless-
ings connected with the covenant made with Abra-
ham, are the common inheritance of all who possess
his faith, to whatever age or nation they may be-
long.

Thus broadly did the holy apostle lay the ever-
enduring foundations of the Christian Church. But
the chronological development, and full acceptance
of this grand idea by the apostles, was not until
years after the day of Pentecost.

2. A remarkable fact, considering the positive
nature of the Saviour’s parting command, was the
apparent backwardness of the apostles and their
Jewish brethren to receive heathen converts into
the church simply as Christians, without their being
first circumcised.  Notwithstanding the tongues
of fire, notwithstanding the vision of Peter, not-
withstanding the conversion of Gentiles to Chris-
tianity, but not to Judaism, and the gift of the Holy
Ghost to them, notwithstanding the voice of the
ascending Lord, commanding to go into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature;
baptizing all who believe in the name of the Father,

1 Rom. iv. 11, 13.
3
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; no for-
mal decision on this subject appears to have been
reached by the apostles, until after the memorable
discussion at Jerusalem, in which Paul and Barnabas
assisted, and declared the ¢ miracles and wonders
God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.”!
It was not until then, that the ritualistic doctrine,
50 obnoxious to those missionaries and to their Gen-
tile converts, was authoritatively and publicly dis-
owned. This was as many as ten or twelve years
after Paul’s conversion.

8. Another fact worthy of attention is, the proba-
ble cause of the long abode of the twelve apostles at
Jerusalem. They had been instructed by their Lord
to remain there until they were endowed with power
from on high ;2 but they appear to have remained
there much longer, and we are left by the sacred his-
torian without any certain information when, and how
far, any of them went forth to preach the gospel to
Gentile nations.

It is nowhere intimated in the Seriptures that
the apostles were wrong in this. We know that
they were active in their ministry among the Jews.
They ¢ gave themselves continually to prayer and to
the ministry of the word.” ¢ St. Paul, in his Epistle
to the Galatians, testifies to the effective mission of
Peter to his own countrymen. At the same time he
informs the Galatian church that James, Peter, and

1 Acts xv. 12. 2 Luke xxiv. 47, 49. 8 Acts vi. 4.
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John, the three leading apostles, gave to him and
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they
were at Jerusalem, that they should labor among
the Gentiles, while the three apostles and their im-
mediate associates devoted themselves to the Jews.!

This apparently disproportionate amount of labor
among the Jews, probably arose from the extreme
danger to which the Jewish-Christian churches, and
the Gentile churches, were exposed from the ritual-
istic Judaizing members of the church. Those
erring but zealous brethren were everywhere an
annoyance to the Apostle Panl during his whole
missionary life. They were so even among churches
gathered from the Gentiles; and how much worse
must the case have been in Judea. Hence the ne-
cessity, at that time, of having an acknowledged
human authority in matters ecclesiastical ; and since
the apostles alone possessed such authority, it may
have been deemed important for most of them to
reside where their advice and decisions could have
the weight of the collective body, until the Christian
commonwealth should have settled upon its true
foundation. In this way we account for the pro-
longed residence of the apostles in Jerusalem. The
necessity arose from that mysterious economy of
sovereign grace, by which the gifts of the Holy
Spirit were so restricted in their influence upon
Jewish opinions and prejudices. And this may have

1 Gal. i 8, 9.
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been among the principal reasons, in the providence
of God, why the original band of the apostles had
no more opportunity for engaging in missions in the
Gentile world.

This reserve of the illuminating agency of the
Spirit is more noticeable from its having been in an
age so conspicuous for the supernatural; but it is
only the development of a permanent law of grace —
namely, to put forth no more of supernatural agency
than is needful — which we shall find in every age
of the church, and to which we need to give heed.

4. It is due to the Apostle Paul, that I offer a few
suggestions on the six or seven unrecorded years of
his early Christian life, since they stand connected
with the subject under consideration. I believe it
is a common opinion, that his missionary life com-
menced with his tour to Cyprus and Asia Minor.
But there is a strong improbability in such an as-
sumption. From St. Paul’s bold and zealous preach-
ing of Christ in the synagogues of Damascus,
¢ straightway * after his conversion, I think it right
to infer, that he could not have been silent during
the three years of his comparative retirement in
Arabia ; though we are not informed how he was
employed. We may suppose it was in those years
he received some at least of the abundant revela-
tions of which he speaks so emphatically in his
Epistle to the Corinthians.! At the expiration of

1 2 Cor. xii.
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that time he went to Jerusalem to see Peter, and
abode with him fifteen days. He saw, also, James,
the Lord’s brother.! And it is pleasant to think
how large a part of this visit, both with Peter and
James, must have been employed, by this young
candidate for the foreign missionary service, in draw-
ing from their well-stored memories the facts in the
history of the blessed Saviour. It was probably at
this time he was entranced while praying in the
temple, and was directed by the Lord to leave Jeru-
salem at once, and go far hence to the Gentiles,”
since the people of Jerusalem would not receive his
testimony.2

He withdrew to his native province of Cilicia.
And now we have as many as four more unrecorded
years. But was not the apostle true to his original
calling, and to the injunction to preach to the Gen-
tiles, so lately received from his Master ? I have no
doubt that he was. This I infer from his decisive
character ; from his previous history at Damascus
and Jerusalem; and from the fact that Barnabas,
when overburdened with ministerial labors at An-
tioch, and needing a helper, went down to Tarsus to
obtain the aid of Paul. Doubtless he had been suc-
cessfully  employed in planting those churches in
(Cilicia, and the adjoining districts of Syria, of which
mention is made in the subsequent history.? And
we may presume it was here and now he was sub-

1 Gal.i. 18, 19. % Acts xxii. 18, 21. 3 Gal. i. 21.
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jected to some of the Jewish scourgings, the beatings
with Roman rods, the journeyings, and the perils of
waters and robbers, in the city and in the wilder-
ness, of which he speaks, fourteen years later, when
writing to the Corinthians.!

It is recorded of Paul and Barnabas, that, in this
reunion at Antioch, “they assembled themselves
with the church, and taught much people, for a
whole year.” 2 These words of Scripture would seem
to restrict their labors to the great heathen eity of
Antioch; but while I was travelling through that
region, in the year 1855, and beheld the remains of
ancient cities and villages all easy of access from
Antioch, I could not resist the impression, that these
two popular and enterprising preachers found time
to make their voices heard over no small part of the
then heathen country, now so usefully occupied by
American missionaries.

About the year forty-five or forty-eight, the
¢ prophets and teachers” in the church of Antioch
were directed by the Holy Ghost, as they ministered
to the Lord and fasted, to separate Barnabas and
Saul, two of their number, and the most eminent
and useful among the few who were laboring in that
only partially Christianized metropolis of the East,
for a more distant service than any hitherto per-
formed. This was a new and important step in ad-
vance ; and thus originated the mission to Cyprus

1 2 Cor. xi. 2 Acts xi. 26.
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and Asia Minor, which occupied a year or more.
And here it should he remarked, that their selection
for this foreign mission was by the Holy Ghost ; that
their formal recognition by the laying on of hands,
with pmyer and fasting, was by their ministerial
associates, the prophets and teachers; that this was
in no sense an introduction to the gospel ministry,
for they had both been in that ministry, and promi-
nently so, for years; that there is no evidence of
their having been in any proper semse then sent
forth as missionaries by the church at Antioch; and
no evidence of that church having done anything for
their support on that mission, except what may be
inferred from the fact that, on their return, they
« gathered the church in that city together, and re-
hearsed ” to it ““all that God had done with them,
and how he had opened the door of faith unto the
Gentiles.” And for two years or more after this, or
(as the sacred narrative has it) “for a long time,”
there is no evidence of a movement in that metro-
politan church to renew the mission.!

A principal cause of this apparent weakness of the
Christian spirit in the Antiochian church may have
been the influence of high-church teachers from
Judea, who created no small dissension there by
their hotions of the constitution of the Christian
Church ; holding that all, who would enjoy its priv-
ileges, must first be circumcised after the Mosaic

1 Acts xiv. 27, 28.
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law. To be consistent, they must have held, that
there was no true church in which this principle
was not followed. Indeed, they went so far as to
teach that none could be saved who were not circum-
cised after the manner of Moses, and thus entered
the church.! They of course met with strenuous
opposition from the two missionaries; and it was
finally decided to refer the matter to the apostles at
Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas, with others, were
accordingly sent thither for that purpose. The
event shows that those two brethren must have gone
with the determined purpose of having the prin-
ciples on which churches among the Gentiles were
to be constituted, fully and formally decided. Such,
happily, was the result ; and after laboring somewhat
longer at Antioch, the two missionaries resolved to
revisit the churches they had planted on their former
missionary tour.

This meeting at Jerusalem was in after ages, and
is still, called a Counecil. But it was not such, in the
common acceptation of that term. It was simply a
reference of an ecclesiastical question, which had
awakened feeling and prejudices, and divided the
opinion of the churches, to the judgment of the only
body of men recognized as having authority in such
matters, namely, the apostles; who, in an assembly
of the whole Jerusalem church, gave a full hearing
to the two missionary brethren.

1 Acts xv. 1.
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The constitution of the Gentile Christian churches
was now settled by apostolic authority, and on a
spiritual basis; and the needful preliminaries were
completed for the regular prosecution of the life-
work of the great apostle to the Gentiles.

With the apostle’s second tour, — which gave the
gospel to Europe, and to us, — about the year fifty-
one, began his uninterrupted career as a foreign
missionary ; which terminated only with his martyr-
dom at Rome, between the years sixty-two and sixty-
eight. A short time, truly, for so great a work.

Some of the facts, to which I have briefly ad-
verted, are among the most notable in the history of
the church, and doubtless involve principles worthy
of our serious attention. For that age of marvelous
divine interpositions, they certainly involve a reserve
we should not have expected, in the use of supernat-
ural agency on the minds of men. The -spiritual
illumination of the apostles, excepting the matter
of inspiration, though extraordinary, differed only in
degree from the ordinary spiritual illuminations.
There was no coercion of the mind. Prejudice, error,
conflicting opinions, were as possible in that age of
miracles as they are now, and the triumphs of
faith over sin were wrought in the same manner.
¢ Miracles,” as has been well said, * did not con-
vert; inspiration did not sanctify. Then, as now,
imperfection and evil clung to the members, and
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clogged the energies of the kingdom of God.”?
The slowness of the first missionaries in apprehend-
ing the spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom, and
afterwards the spiritual nature of the Christian
Church ; their backwardness to receive Gentile con-
verts into the church on a purely Christian basis ;
and finally the wonderful fact, as recorded in the
New Testament, that nearly the whole of what may
properly be called the foreign missionary work of that
age, was performed by a single apostle and his assist-
ants, must of course have been foreseen and intended
by our Lord, and formed a part of his all-wise plan ;
and there must have been a fitness in these his
chosen instruments, and in his manner of treating
them, to the ends he had in view. Had he seen fit,
how easily might he have given every one of his
apostles, and every Jewish disciple, an immediate
and thorough insight into the spiritual nature of
his kingdom, so that the constitution of the Chris-
tian Church, for Gentiles as well as Jews, might have
been settled without delay. This reserve of super-
natural agency, at a time when it was so frequently
exerted upon the minds of men, leaving the grand
results to be wrought out more slowly by the opera-
tion of natural causes, may have been necessary to
the best permanent development of the church.
Had the apostles, James, Peter,and John, and their
associates at Jerusalem, been carried forward as
1 Conybeare and Howson’s Life of St. Paul, vol. i. p. 456.
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rapidly in the intellectual development of the Chris-
tian life, as was the Apostie Paul, it is easy to see
that, without a constant miracle, they would all have
been driven from Judea, as St. Paul actually was.

I should here repeat the remark, that in view of
this tardy development of the exclusively spiritual
nature of the apostolic missions, we shall be less
surprised when we shall see, that a much longer
time was occupied in developing the purely spiritual
nature of the modern missionary work.



CHAPTER 1V.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE APOSTOLIC MISSIONS.

Silence of Inspired History as to Apostolic Missions.— Small Credit
given to Uninspired Accounts.— Why the Mission of St. Paul is
alone considered, — His Relation to the Lord Jesus. — His Under-
standing of Christ’s Commission. — His Use of Local Churches, and
Care for them.— His Confidence in them.— The Idea of the Local
Church afterwards lost.— Its Importance. — How the Apostolic
Missionaries appeared to their Contemporaries.— How supported.
‘What Classes composed their Churches. — Influence of Pious Fe-
males. — Character of Primitive Churches. — Apostolic Success. —
Summary.

It is among the mysteries of Providence, that the
book of Acts gives no account of the closing labors
of the Apostle Paul, and none of the labors of the
other apostles bearing directly on the heathen world;
if we except the mission of Peter to the Roman cen-
turion, and of Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch. From
a remark in the First Epistle of Peter it has been
inferred, that he preached the gospel to the Jews
eastward as far as Babylon; and from the super-
seription to the same Epistle it has been supposed,
that his labors may have extended into Asia Minor.
The zealous efforts of the Judaizers at Corinth suf-
fice to account for the party formed in that church
bearing Peter’s name, without supposing that he



THE APOSTOLIC MISSIONS. 45

was ever there. The evidence that Peter was never
at Rome, preponderates over the evidence that he
was. The reference in the Apocalypse to the seven
churches of Asia gives support to the early tradi-
tion, that the Apostle John resided among them in
his old age. Little credit is given, however, by the
best ecclesiastical historians, to the uninspired ac-
counts of the missions of the twelve apostles into
distant regions of the unevangelized world, or to the
stories of the martyrdom of any of them, except
Peter, Paul, and James.

Of course in treating of the missions to the
heathen after the year 50, our chief attention must
be given to the Apostle Paul and his immediate
associates. What I have to say concerning his mis-
sion, will be under distinct heads. '

1. The Apostle Paul claimed to sustain a very
high and intimate relation to the Lord Jesus, the
foundation doubtless of his great courage and
spiritual strength. It was nothing less than that
he was Christ’s ambassador, authorized to speak in
his name when calling upon men to be reconciled
to God.!

2. We learn what were the apostle’s views of his
responsibilities under Christ’s commission, from the
following emphatic declaration: “I have planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the increase; so
neither is he that planted anything, neither he

1 2 Cor. v. 20.
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that watereth, but God that giveth the increase.”!
His responsibility was for the faithful use of the
prescribed means. In the spiritual culture of the
world, it was for planting and watering. Then
with respeet to his views as to how far those means
were to be employed, we learn that opportunity was
to be given to all, so far as possible, to hear the gos-
pel. This having been done in Pisidia, the sacred
historian affirms, that ¢ as many as were ordained
to eternal life believed.”? It was of course neces-
sary for them to have opportunity to hear the gospel
in order that they might believe, and herein lay the
duty of the apostle and his fellow-laborers. This
general publication of the gospel, with the gathering
of the converts into churches (of which I shall
speak under the next head), illustrates St. Paul’s
understanding of the import and obligation of
Christ’s command.

3. The kind of instrumentality, on which the
apostle depended for success in his mission, clearly
appears in his description of his ministrations at
Corinth. He says, that when he came from Athens
to Corinth, there to declare the testimony of God, it
was not with any surpassing skill of eloquence, or
philosophy. For it was no earthly knowledge, which
he desired to display among them, but the knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ alone, and him crucified. And
in proclaiming this message, he had not used the

11 Cor. iii. 6, 7. 2 Acts xiii. 48.
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persuasive arguments of human wisdom, but set
forth the proofs of the might of the Holy Spirit,
so that their faith might not rest on the wisdom of
men, but on the power of God.!

Such was the eminently spiritual nature of the
instrumentality employed by the apostle, in his per-
sonal ministry among the Gentiles.

But his stay in most places was generally and
necessarily short. At Corinth it was indeed ex-
tended to nearly two years, and at Ephesus to nearly
three. But in most places he could have spent only
a few weeks, or months, though he may often have
left behind him Silas, Timothy, or Titus, “to set
in order the things which were wanting.”

His grand means, as dlnissionary, was the gather-
ing and forming of local churches. These appear
to have been formed wherever there was a suffi-
cient number of converts, each with its own pres-
byters, to whom must have been committed the pas-
toral oversight of the church, whatever may have
been their other duties. In every church there
appears to have been more than ome, —an idea
apparently borrowed from the Jewish synagogue,
—and thus was formed the early pastorate. Such
would seem to have been his practice; for it is ex-
pressly declared that, in his first recorded mission-
ary tour, presbyters were ordained in every church ;
and in the great island of Crete, where he had not

1 Life of St. Paul, vol. ii. p. 86 ; 1 Cor. ii. 1-5.
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time to do it himself, he left Titus, and required him
to ordain them in every city.l

Such was the apostle’s custom. He thus in each
place put in requisition the power of association,
organization, combination, of a self-governed Chris-
tian community ; and the churches must necessarily
have been self-supporting. They were formed for
standing without foreign aid. And that they pos-
sessed a singular vitality, that they were self-propa-
gating, as well as self-governing and self-supporting,
is evident from the tenor of the Epistles addressed
to them by their founder. Indeed, Christian
churches are among the most vital of organiza-
tions. They are spiritual agencies, deriving their
nature and motive power from the spiritual world.
They are among the most indestructible of agencies.
‘When the apostle had fully organized a church, he
boldly left it. If he could, he visited it, and he
wrote to it. To the larger churches, as I believe,
he wrote repeatedly. How else could he have
¢ daily ” exercised, as he claims to have done,
““the care of all the churches?”? Looking at
the subject in the light of experience, and at the
Apostle Paul as a man, with eminent epistolary pow-
ers, and freely acting out his nature, I come to no
other conclusion, than that he wrote many letters ;
though Divine Providence was pleased to allow only
certain of them to come down to us. Perhaps St.

1 Titus i. 5. 2 2 Cor. xi. 28.
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Paul’s short Epistles to Timothy, Titus, and Phile-
mon, and St. John’s to < the Elect Lady,” and ¢ the
well-beloved Gaius,” are specimens of their ordinary
missionary correspondence. Added to all, was a
constant habit of commending his churches to God
in his prayers. It appears to have been a settled
point with him, that a church once fairly planted
and organized, with a proper arrangement for the
pastoral care, might be safely left to itself, under the
supervising grace of God. This, as will readily be
seen, is a point of vital importance in the mission-
ary work. Had not the apostolic idea of self-gov-
erning, self-supporting, self-propagating churches
dropped out of the Christian mind so soon after
the age of the apostles, not to be fully regained
until modern times, how very different had been
the history of Christendom, and of the world!

4. The apostolic missions belonging to a remote
antiquity, and to an age of miracles and inspiration,
we almost instinctively clothe the apostles, in our
conceptions of them, with somewhat of the super-
natural, or at least with the extraordinary. Let us
then briefly consider the manner in which they must
have appeared to their contemporaries.

For some years the name of Paul is mentioned in
the Acts after that of his senior, Barnabas. The
bold, dashing persecutor must have been singularly
transformed by his conversion. He is modest and

retiring ; and, until he entered fully upon the great
4
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purpose of his life, was probably regarded as no
more than a zealous, eloquent, promising young
preacher, and, by the Judaizing Christians, as of
decidedly radical tendencies. By many of the Jew-
ish converts, if not for a time even by some of the
apostles, he was looked upon with more or less of
distrust. In his last ten or twelve years, he may be
supposed to have moved among the churches he had
gathered from the Gentiles much as Wesley did
among the churches of his connection; and some-
times — as at Ephesus, where his miraculous pow-
ers were marvelously exercised — the enthusiasm
he awakened may have more resembled that which
attended the apostolic Whitfield.! His miraculous
powers were of course less aﬁpreciated in that age,
than such powers would be in our own. Uncon-
verted Jews and heathens did not at all recognize
the signs of his apostleship, and they generally
looked upon him with aversion. In short, I sup-
pose that the first Christian missionaries to the
heathen were regarded very much as Christian mis-
sionaries are now ; and that even the apostles, beyond
a limited circle, inspired but little of the reverence
which we so justly award to them.

5. It is interesting to inquire as to the manner in
which the apostles and their missionary associates
were supported in their travels and labors. The
information we have on this subject is mostly inci-

1 Acts xix. 11, 12.
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dental. Their voyages in ships owned by heathen,
their food and clothing, the animals on which they
rode, — how were these and other expenses met dur-
ing St. Paul’s long and active career? No mission-
ary society existed, to raise and remit funds. The
churches of Judea were so poor, that they looked for
relief in their poverty to churches gathered among
the heathen. The apostle, in his letters, insists
upon a prineiple, which he says was propounded by
the Lord; ¢that they who preach the gospel should
live by the gospel; ” and he intimates that Peter and
the other apostles acted on this principle in their
mission to the Jews. But it was among the charac-
teristics of this wonderful man, that he, in his mis-
sion to the Gentiles, declined doing so, and preferred
laboring with his own hands to being dependent on
his converts. He also intimated, that the other
apostles having their field of labor especially among
the Jews, and so being differently situated from him-
self, and more at home, had wives, who travelled
with them ; and he claimed the right to do the same
thing. Nevertheless, in his peculiar circumstances
and relations, he had not used that liberty, lest he
¢ should hinder the gospel of Christ.”! He doubt-
less refers to his itinerant life, and to the necessity
of not deriving his support from churches gathered
among the heathen. At Ephesus he claims to have
labored not only for his own support, but also for the
support of his assistants.?

11 Cor. ix. 4, 5, 14. 2 Acts xx. 34.
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St. Paul’s liberal education, and his high social
position in early life, warrant the supposition that
he inherited property to some extent; and this was
doubtless used by him in defraying his early expenses,
Then Barnabas, a native of Cyprus, who had contrib-
uted largely to the church-fund at Jerusalem, was
probably able to defray the united cost of their first
mission. The history states, that when the Apostle
Paul started from Antioch, on his second grand mis-
sionary tour, the church of that city had made such
progress in the missionary spirit, that they ¢ recom-
mended him unto the grace of God.”! Having done
so much, they could hardly have sent him away
empty. DBut whatever were his means, they seem to
have been exhansted soon after entering Europe.
At Philippi, he and his companions enjoyed the hos-
pitality of that noble woman, Lydia.2 At Thessa-
lonica, for some unexplained reason, he declined re-
ceiving anything from his converts there, and labored
“night and day,” because, as he says, he would not
be chargeable to them ; 8 while, at the same time, he
allowed the Philippian church to supply his necessi-
ties. This that church did  once and again,” while
he was at Thessaloniea ; and afterwards at Corinth ;
and again, when he was a prisoner at Rome.* At
Athens, after his speech on Mars’ Hill, he would be
joyfully entertained by his patrician convert, Diony-

1 Acts xv. 40. 2 Acts xvi. 15.
8 Thess, ii. 9. 4 Phil. ii. 25; iv. 15, 16; 2 Cor. xi. 9.
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sius the Areopagite; who, I cannot doubt, after-
wards took pleasure in seeing him over the Isthmus
to Corinth. During the year and a half of his abode
in Corinth, he declares to the church in that city,
that he ¢ was chargeable to no man ; * for what was
lacking to him the messengers from the distant
Philippian church supplied, and he meant to keep
himself from being burdensome to them. It must
have been a matter of notoriety at Corinth, that he
labored for his own support in the tent-factory of
Aquila and Priscilla, having learned the craft at
Tarsus, as a part of his Jewish education ; though I
imagine that one object he had in view, both there
and at Ephesus, was to set an example of self-sup-
port to the native presbyters.

It is due, however, to the primitive Gentile
churches to presume, that the Christian community,
which was growing up under the self-denying labors
of this holy apostle, became at length alive to the
duty and privilege of carefully looking after his
wants ; and that while, for special reasons in the
infaney of the churches, he refused to receive aid
from certain of them, he was not ordinarily accus-
tomed to refuse the hospitalities and kindly prof-
fered benefactions of personal friends, as he passed
from place to place. That love, which hung on his
lips at Troas “even till break of day;” which re-
ceived him in Galatia ““as an angel of God, as Jesus
Christ;” which fell weeping on his neck at Miletus,
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because they should see his face no more; and which
wept at Cesarea over his approaching sufferings so
as to break his heart,— would not have permitted
him to want, when there was the power to prevent it.

Yet there is a passage in the Apostle John’s brief
letter to the ¢ well-beloved Gaius,” which seems to
intimate the general usage, not only of St. Paul,
but also of his associates, not to depend for their
support on mission churches among the Gentiles.
St. John expressly declares, that, for Christ’s sake,
“they went forth, taking nothing from the Gen-
tiles.” !

6. It is important, in a missionary point of view,
to observe what classes of persons were gathered
into the'apostolic churches. Our Saviour evidently
sought, in his private instruetions, to guard his dis-
ciples against expecting great success among the
rich and noble of the earth. The foundations of his
spiritual kingdom were not to be laid among such.
“ Verily I say unto you,” was his emphatic declara-
tion, ¢ that a rich man shall hardly enter into the
kingdom of heaven.” That this declaration made a
strong impression at the time, is evident from its
being recorded, with the addition of its more em-
phatic reduplication by three of the Evangelists.?
There are indeed names of rich and noble converts
on the pages of the New Testament; but the great

13 John v. 7. See 2 Cor. xii. 13.
2 Matt. xix. 23, 24 ; Mark x. 23-27 ; Luke xviii. 24-27.
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body was from the middle and poorer classes. It
was eminently so among the Greeks at Corinth.
“Ye see your calling, brethren,” the apostle wrote
to them, ‘“how that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called ;
but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world,
to confound the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world, to confound the things that are
mighty; and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things
which are not, to bring to nought things which are ;
that no flesh should glory in his presence.”! One
of the ancient historians of the church,? speaking
of the early Christians, says,— ¢ They were neither
rich nor learned, but workers in brass, builders,
house-slaves, laborers, tree-fellers, and women.” In
an age of the world when wealth and power were
never held in higher estimation, the leaven of the
gospel was cast into the lower and middle strata of
society, and worked upwards, till the whole was
leavened. It is interesting to notice, —

7. That the influence of pious females is a con-
spicuous fact in the Gospels, the Acts, and the Epis-
tles. Thereis no need that I illustrate this. Pious
women, as is well known, have a noble record in the
missionary life of the great apostle, as they also
have in that of our blessed Lord.

8. The tardy development of the Fcclesia, the

11 Cor. i. 26-29. 2 Theodoret, A, D. 420,
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church, in the apostolic age, has been already illus-
trated. Not till after nearly a score of years was it
fully settled, that Gentile churches should not be
required to conform to Jewish customs and preju-
dices. While we nowhere find distinet traces in the
New Testament of the associated, organized denomi-
nationalism of our times, it is not on that account
to be condemned, when not opposed to the spirit of
the gospel. It is obvious, that neither Presbyteries,
Consociations, Associations, or Conferences could be
formed, until there were churches enough with which
to form them, churches sufficiently trained and near
together to be advantageously associated. It may
be that the sacred history closed before there was
a full ecclesiastical development in any direction.!
But the local church in its principles and outline is
there; and modern missionaries from the several
evangelical communities are at no loss for an exam-
ple as regards such churches.

1 «Neither in the New Testament, nor in any ancient document
whatever, do we find anything recorded, from whence it might be in-
ferred, that any of the minor churches were at all dependent on, or
looked up for direction to those of greater magn{tude or consequence ;
on the contrary, several things occurred therein, which put it out of all
doubt that every one of them enjoyed the same rights, and was con-
sidered as being on a footing of the most perfect equality with the rest.
Indeed it cannot,— I will not say be proved, but even be made to
appear probable, from any estimony divine or human, — that in this
age it was the practice for several churches to enter into and maintain
amongst themselves that sort of association, which afterwards came to
subsist amongst the churches of almost every province.” — Mosheim,
Commentaries, vol. i. p. 196.
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It is more to my purpose to inquire into the
character of the apostolic churches, than into their
method of organization and government. The com-
mon opinion, that those churches excelled the
churches of modern times in their Christian devel-
opment, is not sustained by a thoughtful reading of
the inspired documents, nor could such a thing be
reasonably expected. The work of the Holy Spirit,
in its permanent results on the hearts and minds
and lives of men, appears not to have differed mate-
rially then, from what it is in our day. St. Paul
seems to have had as many and as great trials with
his mission churches, as do modern missionaries
with theirs. In the church of Corinth, on which
the apostle had bestowed so much labor, he had to
lament the many carried away by false teachers, dis-
orders in their worship, irregularities at the Lord’s
Supper, neglect of discipline, party divisions, litiga-
tions, ¢ debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbit-
ings.” ! And how soon were the Galatians seduced
from their loyalty to the truth, even to what seemed
“another gospel ;” so that the apostle feared he
had labored among them in vain.2 He thought it
needful to exhort the Ephesian church to put away
lying, to steal no more, and to have no more to do
with fornication and coveteousness.® He also ex-
horts the Colossians not_to lie one to another;* and

12 Cor. xii. 20. 2 Gal.i. 6; iv. 11,
8 Eph. iv. 25, 28 ; v. 3. ¢ Col. iii. 9.



58 FOREIGN MISSIONS.

the Thessalonians to withdraw from such of their
brethren as walked disorderly.! He cautions Timo-
thy against fables, endless genealogies, and profane
and vain babblings, as if such were prevalent in
some of the churches ; and speaks of preachers who,
after making shipwreck of their faith, added blas-
phemies to their heresies.?2 And the Apostle John
declares, somewhat later, that many ¢ antichrists
had gone out from the church.?

As there were great defects, so there were also
great excellences coexisting in the churches gath-
ered by the apostles. At the very time of St. Paul’s
censures of the Corinthians, he declares that church
to be « enriched by Jesus Christ in all utterance and
in all knowledge,” so that it came behind in no gift.*
And while he so seriously cautions the Ephesians, he
ceases not to give thanks for ¢their faith in the
Lord Jesus, and their love unto all the saints.”5 He
thanked God upon every remembrance of the Philip-
pians; ¢ and when he wrote to the Colossians, he
gave thanks for their faith in Christ Jesus, and their
love to all the saints.” And how abundant his com-
mendations of the Thessalonians, whom he declares
to be ¢ ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia
and Achaia.” 8

12 Thess. iii. 6. 21 Tim. i. 19, 20; vi. 3-5.
81 John ii. 18, 19. 41 Cor. 1. 5, 7.
5 Eph. i. 15, 16. 6 Phil. i. 8.

7 Col.i. 8, 4. 81 Thess. i. 8, 7.



THE APOSTOLIC MISSIONS. 59

We come to this result as to the character of the
apostolic churches: that while the primitive  con-
verts were remarkable, as a class, for the high tone
of their religious feelings, and the simplicity and
strength of their faith, they were deficient in a clear,
practical apprehension of the ethical code of the gos-
pel. Considering all things, this was not strange;
and we should always remember this, when we con-
sider the character of modern mission churches.

9. Finally, I must make some estimate of the
amount of success, on the whole, which resulted
from the apostolic missions; though the materials
for this are imperfect, owing to the brevity of the
sacred narrative.

The Jews had synagogues, the pagans had tem-
ples; but there is no reason to suppose that church-
buildings were erected anywhere in connection with
the apostolic missions. The religious assemblies
were private. No separate and distinguished edi-
fice attracted attention; and ecclesiastical history
affirms, that there were no Christian houses of wor-
ship erected before the third century.l

There is no reason to suppose that the Apostle
Paul was privileged to see any one district, or even
any one city, so much as nominally Christianized.
Antioch was not for at least two centuries. 'The
people in Lesser Asia, both Jews and Greeks, are
said all to have heard the word of the Lord Jesus;

1 Neander, vol. i. p. 291 ; Mosheim, vol. i. p. 134.
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but though the worship of Diana is declared to have
suffered much decline in consequence, the mob at
Ephesus drove the apostle away at last, and showed
that paganism was still the ascendant power.

The most that can be said —and that is saying
very much —is that self-supporting, self-governing,
and self-propagating churches had been planted in
all the principal cities of the Roman Bmpire ; as far
‘West, certainly, as Rome, and as far East as Meso-
potamia; each under the instruction and care of its
own preshyters. Fabricius has collected from the
New Testament the names of more than fifty places,
which must have had churches.! Doubtless the
whole number was greater. Judea, Samaria, Syria,
Asia Minor, Macedonia, Greece and its Islands, and
perhaps a portion of Western Italy, all had churches.
The great apostle planted them ¢ from Jerusalem
round about unto Illyricum.”

These churches were lights shining amid a gen-
eral and deep spiritual gloom. We may compare
the whole process to the lighting up of some great
metropolis. Night is not thereby converted into
day. A distant observer would not perceive that
any impression was made upon the darkmess. Yet
the wayfarer in the street, or crossing a public
square, would find his path illuminated, and go on
his way rejoicing.? But this illustration, however

1 Salutaris Lux Evangelii, etc., p. 83.
2 This illustration first occurred to me at Calcutta, while looking out
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expressive, is inadequate. For each one of those
churches, scattered over the empire, was a growing
influence, and growing the more rapidly for the fre-
quent and cruel persecutions, and was constantly ex-
tending its illumination; until, through the divine
blessing, under the combined influence of the whole,
the Roman Empire bowed to the supremacy of the
gospel, and assumed the Christian name.

Such were the apostolic missions. Such were the
efforts made for propagating the gospel among the
heathen by missionaries under a.special divine guid-
ance. It was by gathering converts into churches
at the centres of influence, and putting them under
native pastoral inspection and care. The means
employed were spiritual; namely, the gospel of
Christ. The power relied upon for giving efficacy
to these means was divine; namely, the promised
aid of the Holy Spirit. The main success was among
the middle and lower classes of society; and the
responsibilities for self-government, self-support, and
self-propagation were thrown at once upon the sev-
eral churches.

Another chapter will show how far the apostolic
missions to the heathen reappear in the missions of
the present day.

one dark night upon the large, gas-lighted public square. I thought,
this dark yet illuminated space is India, and the lights are her mis-
sions,
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THE most remarkable of the missions in the ages
subsequent to the apostles, was doubtless that of the
Nestorians in Central and Eastern Asia, begun in
the fourth century, and extending onward — it
may be with prolonged interruptions — through the
greater part of a thousand years. But the missions
most interesting to us, are those which went forth
from Ireland to Continental Europe, in the sixth
and seventh centuries. So little were they known
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to me when I began to investigate their history,
that I pursued the investigation with increasing
wonder and delight.

In a religious point of view, Ireland of the pres-
ent day is painfully contrasted with Ireland as it was
a thousand years ago. Yet one would scarcely think
so0, on reading what Hume says of it, previous to its
conquest by Henry II. in the year 1172.

“The Irish,” he says, “from the beginning of
time, had been buried in the most profound bar-
barism and ignorance and as they were never con-
quered, or even invaded by the Romans, from whom
all the Western world derived its eivility, they con-
tinued still in the most rude state of society, and
were distinguished by those vices alone, to which
human nature, not tamed by education or restrained
by laws, is forever subject.”! He adds, indeed, that
“the Irish had, by precedent missions from the
Britons, been imperfectly converted to Christianity ;
and, what the Pope regarded as the surest mark of
their imperfect conversion, they followed the doc-
trines of their first teachers, and had never acknowl-
edged any subjection to the See of Rome.”

How remote the first of these extracts is from
historic truth, in respect to Ireland before its sub-
jection to the Pope of Rome, will appear as we pro-
ceed.

But Ireland has suffered more from the errors of

1 Hume’s History of England, vol. i. p. 328.
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ecclesiastical historians, than from those of mere
secular writers. The excellent D’Aubigne, in his
history of the ¢ Reformation in England,” misled
by his authorities, has done much injustice to the
ancient Irish Christians ; and Irish authors very prop-
erly take exeeption to his statement concerning the
propagation of the gospel on the continent of Eu-
rope. “ The missionary bishops of Britain,” he
- says, “ traversed the low countries, Gaul, Switzer-
land, Germany, and even Italy. .. .. Columbanus
(whom we must not eonfound with Columba), feeling
in his heart the burning of the fire which the Lord
had kindled upon earth, quitted Bangor in 590, with
twelve other missionaries, and carried the gospel to
the Burgundians, Franks, and Swiss. . . . . Thus
was Britain faithful in planting the standard of
Christ in the heart of Europe.” Again: ¢ The
British Church, which, at the beginning of the
seventh century, carried faith and civilization into
Burgundy, the Vosges mountains, and Switzerland,
might well have spread them both over Britain.”
Once more: ¢ At that time there existed at Bangor,
in North Wales, a large Christian society, amount-
ing to nearly three thousand individuals, collected
together to work with their own hands, to study,
and to pray, and from whose bosoms numerous mis-
sionaries (Columbanus was among the number) had
from time to time gone f01'E511.” 1

1 History of the Reformation, vol. v. pp. 29, 34.
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It will be seen that the honor of one of the most
protracted, influential, and noble missions subse-
quent to the apostolic age, which belonged chiefly to
Ireland, is here given to Britain.

The Rev. Thomas McLauchlan, a recent historian
of the Church of Scotland, has fallen into a similar
error. He assumes (what to a certain extent is
true) that the ancient Scots, emigrating from Ire-
land, inhabited a part of Albania (the present Scot-
land), as well as Ireland. He also assumes, that the
monastery of Iona was a Scottish institution ; and
calling the missions Scottish missions, and rarely,
if ever, Irish, he leaves an impression very like to
that of D’Aubigne. His unqualified use of the word
“ Scottish ” is somewhat remarkable; and the Irish
biographer of Archbishop Usher charges the Scot-
tish writers with claiming, without hesitation, for
their country everything that is said of Scotia,”
utterly disregarding the teaching of all the ancient
historians.

I shall not find it difficult to show, that the his-
torians above mentioned all wrote under a misap-
prehension.

1 Usher’s Works, vol. i. p. 144. It is due to Mr. McLauchlan to say,
that his error originated in no desire to gain authority for his own sys-
tem of church polity; for he éordially acknowledges, that it would be
vain tolook among the establishments in the early “ Scottish Church,”
for anything like what is called a Presbyterian organization. ZEarly
Scottish Church, pp. 171, 172.

]
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D’Aubigne quotes the following from the cele-
brated Alguin, of the court of Charlemagne, in sup-
port of his first assertion: ¢ Antiquo tempore doc-
tissimi solebant magistri de Hibernia Britanniam,
Galliam, Italiam venire, et multos per eecclesias
Christi fecisse profectus.” Now the declaration
here is, that the most learned teachers in ancient
times were accustomed to come from Ireland to visit
the churches in Britain, Gaul, and Italy. Nor was
Columbanus from Bangor in Wales, as is asserted,
but from one of the most renowned of the Irish
monasteries, at Bangor in Ireland, founded by the
Abbot Comgall, early in the sixth century, and em-
bracing at one time a community numbering three
thousand.! 1In a life of Columbanus, still extant in
the Latin language, written in the seventh century
by Jonas, his contemporary and countryman, his birth
is declared to have been in Hibernia. It is added
that Ireland was “ then inhabited by the Scots, who,
though without the laws of other nations, yet in the
worthiness of the Christian faith exceeded the piety
of all other people.” 2 The venerable Bede, writing
in the eighth century, calls Hibernia by the name of
Scotia, and the inhabitants he calls Secots. And
Archbishop Usher affirms that no author, before the
eleventh century, has described Albania under the
name of Scotland, and that the name of Ireland

1 Neander’s Memorials, p. 434.
2 Webb’s Annotations on D’ Aubigne, p. 41.
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until then was Scotia, and its inhabitants were
called Scots.! The famous monastery of Iona was
founded by a native of Ireland, and was claimed as
an Irish institution by the Synod of Ulster, as late
as the thirteenth century.? Neander, speaking of
the fifth and sixth centuries, represents the wild
parts of Ireland as covered with monasteries, that
were distinguished for Christian discipline, industry,
knowledge of the Scriptures, and such general
knowledge as could be obtained from Britain and
France.® Henry, Bishop of Auxerre, writing to
Charles the Bald, about the middle of the ninth
century, informs him that Ireland, notwitﬁstanding
the dangers of the sea, was sending crowds of phi-
losophers to their shores. Under the successors of
Charlemagne, Hibernians were extensively engaged
in the work of education throughout the empire, and
were the chief Biblical translators and commenta-
tors of Europe. Mosheim, writing concerning the
ninth century, says of the Irish, that they ¢ were
lovers of learning’; ” and ¢ distinguished themselves
in those times of ignorance by the culture of the
sciences beyond all other European nations.” He
adds, that “so early as the eighth century, they
illustrated the doctrines of religion by the prinei-
ples of philosophy,” and ‘ were the first teachers of
1 Usher’s Works, vol.i. p. 144.

2 Webb’s Annotations, p. 85.
8 Neander’s Memorials, p. 434.
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the scholastic theologyin Europe.”! Neander, speak-
ing of the theological teaching in the ninth century,
declares the Irish monasteries to have been ¢ the
seat of science and art, whence, and for a long time
afterwards, teachers in the sciences and useful arts
scattered themselves in all directions.” He says,
moreover, that there issued from the Irish Church
““a more original and free development of theology,
than was elsewhere to be found, and was thence
propagated to other lands.” 2

These testimonies are applicable to Ireland for the
space of about four centuries, from the fifth to the
ninth, and present us with a very interesting view of
the Irish people. Ireland then served, under Divine
Providence, as a convenient refuge for the church, in
avery disordered and dangerous period of the nom-
inally Christian world; being the remotest of the
European islands, secured by distance, and by hav-
ing England and Scotland as a rampart, from the de-
structive inroads of Goths and Huns, and, for a long
time, from those also of the sea-roving Northmen.
For many ages it was a sanctuary for Seriptural in-
struction and scholarship, in the intellectual night
that followed the downfall of the Roman Empire. It
was also the source of gospel missions, which sowed
the seeds of the great Reformation in Germany, Eng-

1 ‘Webb’s Annotations, pp. 40, 141, 142, 148
2 Quoted by Webb, p. 143.
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land, and Scotland, that came as a blessing to the
world, eight or nine centuries afterwards.

The gospel was planted in Ireland by a single
missionary, self-moved — or rather divinely moved
—and self-supported. His historic name was Patrick,
and the Roman Catholics (claiming him, without
reason, as their own) call him St. Patrick. He was
born about the year 410, and most probably in some
part of Scotland. His parents were Christians, and
instructed him in the gospel. Patrick’s first visit
to the field of his future mission was in his youth, as
a captive of pirates, who carried him away, with
many others, as a prisoner. Patrick was sold to a
chieftain, who placed him in charge of his cattle.
His own statement is, that his heart was turned to
the Lord during the hardships of his captivity. “I
prayed many times a day,” he says. ¢ The fear of
God and love to him were increasingly kindled in
me. Faith grew in me, so that in one day I offered
a hundred prayers, and at night almost as many ;
and when I passed the night in the woods, or on
the mountains, I rose up to pray in the snow, ice,
and rain, before daybreak. Yet I felt no pain.
There was no sluggishness in me, such as I now find
in myself, for then the spirit glowed within me.”
This is extracted from what is called the ¢ Con-
fession ” of Patrick, written in his old age.

Some years later, he Was\again taken by the
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pirates, but soon regained his liberty, and returned
home. His parents urged him to remain with them ;
but he felt an irresistible eall to earry the gospel to
those among whom he had passed his youth as a
bondman. ¢ Many opposed my going,” he says in
his ¢ Confession,” “ and said, behind my back, ¢ Why
does this man rush into danger among the heathen,
who do not know the Lord?’ It was not badly in-
tended on their part; but they could not compre-
hend the matter on account of my uncouth disposi-
tion! Many gifts were offered me with tears, if I
would remain. But, aceording to God’s guidance, 1
did not yield to them; not by my own power, it
was God who conquered in me, and I withstood them
all ; so that I went to the people of Ireland to pub-
lish the gospel to them, and suffered many insults
from unbelievers, and many persecutions, even unto
bonds, resigning my liberty for the good of others.
And if T am found worthy, I am ready to give up my
life with joy for His name’s sake.” !

In such a spirit did this apostle to Ireland com-
mence his mission, about the year 440 ; not far from
the time when Britain was finally evacuated by the
Romans.

A papal legend makes Patrick to have visited
Rome, and to have received his appointment as a
missionary from Pope Celestine. This, though ap-
parently credited by Mosheim, is rejected by Neander

1 Neander’s Memorials, pp. 426-428.
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as incredible. The oldest of what profess to be the
Lives of Patrick, is believed to have been written at
least four hundred years after his time. The one by
Joceline, in his ¢ Acta Sanctorum * (Lives of the
Saints), dates as late as the twelfth century, and
all are regarded as very doubtful authority. What
is commonly known as his ¢ Confession” (already
quoted) is almost universally received as authentie.
It was written in his old age. The ¢ Epistola ad
Coroticum,” and the hymn known as his ¢ Lorica,”
are regarded as his. Of high authority, as claiming
to be contemporary with him, or nearly so, is the
“ Hymn of Sechnal” or ¢ Secundinus,” and a bio-
graphic poem in his praise, called the ¢“Hymn of
Fiace,” composed not more than eighty years after
his death.!

Patrick being acquainted with the language and
customs of the Irish people, as a consequence of his
early captivity, gathered them about him in large
assemblies at the beat of a kettle-drum, and told the
story of Christ so as to move their hearts. Having

. taught them to read, he encouraged the importation
of useful books from England and France. He
established cloisters after the fashion of the times,
which were really missionary schools, for educating
the people in the knowledge of the gospel, and for
training a native ministry and missionaries ; and he
claims to have baptized many thousands of the peo-

ple.
1 London Quarterly Review, April, 1866, p. 252.
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It is perhaps needful to a just appreciation of the
case, that I quote the discriminating remarks of Dr.
Todd, one of his ablest Protestant biographers.
After stating that Patrick always addressed him-
self, in the first instance, to the kings or chieftains,
Dr. Todd says: “The people may not have adopted
the outward profession of Christianity, which was all
that, perhaps, in the first instance they adopted,
from any clear or intellectual appreciation of its
superiority to their former religion; but to obtain
from the people even an outward profession of Chris-
tianity was an important step to ultimate success.
It secured toleration, at least, for Christian insti-
tutions. It enabled Patrick to plant in every tribe
his churches, schools, and monasteries. He was
permitted, without opposition, to establish, among
the half pagan inhabitants of the country, societies
of holy men, whose devotion, usefulness, and piety
soon produced an effect upon the most barbarous and
savage hearts.

“ This was the secret of the rapid success attrib-
uted to St. Patrick’s preaching in Ireland. The
chieftains were at first the real converts. The bap-
tism of the chieftains was immediately followed by
the adhesion of the clan. The clansmen pressed
eagerly around the missionary, who had baptized
the chief, anxious to receive that mysterious initia-
tion into the new faith, to which their chieftain and
father had submitted. The requirements preparatory
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to baptism do not seem to have been very rigorous ;
and it is, therefore, by no means improbable that in
Tirawley, and other remote districts, where the spirit
of clanship was strong, Patrick, as he tells us him-
self he did, may have baptized some thousands of
men.”

I cannot forbear also quoting a summary view of*
the life and labors of the Irish apostle.

“On the whole, the biographers of St. Patrick,
notwithstanding the admixture of much fable, have
undoubtedly portrayed in his character the features
of a great and judicious missionary. He seems to
have made himself ¢ all things,” in accordance with
the apostolic injunction, to the rude and barbarous
tribes of Ireland. He dealt tenderly with their
usages and prejudices. Although he sometimes felt
it necessary to overturn their idols, and on some
occasions risked his life, he was guilty of no offen-
sive or unnecessary iconoclasm. A native himself of
another country, he adopted the language of the
Irish tribes, and conformed to their political institu-
tions. By his judicious management, the Chris-
tianity which he founded became self-supporting. It
was endowed by the chieftains without any foreign
aid. It was supplied with prelates [ecclesiastics ]
by the people themselves; and its fruits were soon
seen in that wonderful stream of zealous mission-
aries, the glory of the Irish Church, who went forth
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in the sixth and seventh centuries to evangelize the
barbarians of Central Europe.””!

When this zealous missionary died, about the
year 493, his disciples, who seem all to have been
natives of Ireland, — a native ministry, — continued
his work in the same spirit. ' The monasteries be-
came at length so numerous and famous, that Ire-
land was called Insula Sanctorum, the ¢ Island of
Saints.” 2 , '

It gives a wrong idea of these institutions to call
them monasteries, or to call their inmates monks.
“They were schools of learning and abodes of piety,
uniting the instruction of the college, the labors of
the workshop, the charities of the hospital, and the
worship of the church. They originated partly in a
mistaken view of the Christian life, and partly out
-of the necessity of the case, which drove Christians
to live together for mutual protection. The mission-
ary spirit, and consequent religious activity, pre-
vailing in the Irish monasteries, preserved them for
a long time from the asceticism and mysticism inci-
dental to the monastic life, and made them a source
of blessing to the world.”® The celibacy of the
clergy was not enjoined in those times.t Married
men were connected with the cloisters, living, how-

1 Life of St. Patrick, pp. 499, 514.

% Neander’s Church History, vol. iii. p. 103 ; and Memorial, p. 434.
8 Walsh’s Christian Missions, p. 74,

¢ Usher’s Works, vol. i. p. 187 ; vol. iv. p. 294.
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ever, in single houses. The Scriptures were read,
and ancient books were collected and studied.

The missions which went forth from these institu-
tions, as also those from England and Wales, are
frequently called ¢ Culdee ” missions; but as that
term is of uncertain import, and appears to add
nothing to the significance of the history, but rather
the contrary, it is not here used.

Neither have I deemed it necessary to discuss the
ecclesiastical position and relations of Patrick and
his three hundred and fifty Irish associates. Epis-
copal writers call them all bishops ; but are naturally
perplexed by their great number. In my apprehen-
sion, they have their counterpart in the foreign
missionaries of modern times and their native cleri-
cal associates,— more especially the latter; the
one class (including Patrick himself) being neither
more nor less bishops than the other. In this
manner, we are not incommoded with the difficulty
of accounting for the acknowledged fact, of the very
slight reference made to Patrick by the Irish mis-
sionaries of subsequent ages; and I find no reason
in that fact for assuming, as some have done, that
those ‘missionaries were connected with the British
and not with the Irish churches.

The names of Columba and Columbanus are famil-
iar to the readers of ecclesiastical history. Both
were Irish missionaries, and both were from the in-
stitution at Bangor, in Ireland.
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Columba’s mission was to the Picts of Scotland,
and was entered upon at the age of forty-two, in the
year 563. This was thirteen hundred years ago, and
about seventy years after the time of Patrick. He
was accompanied by twelve associates, and was the
founder of the celebrated monastery on Iona, an
island situated on the north of Scotland, now reck-
oned one of the Hebrides. This school of the proph-
ets, which has had an enduring fame, became one of
the chief lights of that age. Continuing thirty-five
years under Columba’s management, it attained a
high reputation for Biblical studies, and other sei-
ences; and missionaries went from it to the north-
ern and southern Picts of Scotland, and into Eng-
land, along the eastern coast to the Thames, and to
the European continent.!

Columbanus entered on his mission to the par-
tially Christianized, but more especially to the pagan
portions of Europe, in the year 589. That he was
an evangelical missionary may be confidently in-
ferred from the tenor of his life, and from the
records of his Christian experience.

He thus writes: « O Lord, give me, I beseech
thee, in the name of Jesus Christ, thy Son, my God,
that love which can never cease, that will kindle my
lamp but not extinguish it, that it may burn in me

1 Neander’s Church History, vol. iil. p. 10 ; McLauchlan’s History
of the Church of Scotland, pp. 225, 226. .
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and enlighten others. Do thou, O Christ, our dear-
est Saviour, thyself kindle our lamps, that they may
evermore shine in thy temple; that they may receive
unquenchable light from thee, that will enlighten
our darkness, and lessen the darkness of the world.
My Jesus, I pray thee, give thy light to my lamp,
that in its light the most holy place may be revealed
to me in which thou dwellest as the eternal Priest,
that I may always behold thee, desire thee, look
upon thee in love, and long after thee.”!
Columbanus went first to France, taking with him
twelve young men, as Columba had done, to be his
co-laborers; men who had been trained under his
especial guidance. Here, as a consequence of con-
tinual wars, political disturbances, and the remiss-
ness of worldly-minded ecclesiastics, the greatest con-
fusion and irregularity prevailed, and there was great
degeneracy in the monastic orders. Columbanus
preferred casting his lot among the pagans of Bur-
gundy, and chose for his settlement the ruins of an
ancient castle in the midst of an immense wilder-
ness, at the foot of the Vosges mountains.? There
they often suffered hunger, until the wilderness had
been in some measure subdued, and the earth
brought under cultivation. The mission then be-
came self-supporting, but we are not informed by
what means the previous expenses were defrayed.
Preaching was a part of their duty, though there

1 Neander’s Memorials. 2 Neander’s Memorials, p. 35.
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is less said of this, than of their efforts to impart
the benefits of a Christian education to the children
of the higher classes. The surrounding poor were
taught gratuitously. All the pupils joined in tilling
the fields, and such was their success in education,
that the Frankish nobles were forward to place their
sons under their care. It was the most famous
school in Burgundy, and there was not room in the
abbey for all who pressed to gain admittance; so
that it became necessary to erect other buildings,
and to bring a large number of teachers over from
Ireland to meet the demand.

Here the eminent missionary pursued his labors
for a score of years. As he represents himself to
have buried as many as seventeen of his associates
during twelve years, the number of his co-laborers
must have been large. The discipline which Colum-
banus imposed on the monastic life was severe, but
perhaps scarcely more so than was required by the
rude spirit of the age; and he took pains to avoid
the error so prevalent in the Romish Church, of
making the essence of piety to consist in externals.
The drift of his teaching was, that e'verything' de-
pended on the state of the heart. Both by precept
and example he sought to combine the contempla-
tive with the useful. At the same time he adhered,
with a free and independent spirit, to the peculiar
religious usages of his native land. As these differed
in some important respects from what were then
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prevalent among the degenerate Frankish clergy, he
had many enemies among them who sought to drive
him from the country. This they at length effected,
with the aid of the wicked mother of the reigning
prince. Columbanus was ordered to return to Ire-
land, and to take his countrymen with him. This
he did not do, but repaired first to Germany, and
then to Switzerland. He spent a year near the
eastern extremity of the Lake Constance, laboring
among the Suevi, a heathen people in that neighbor-
hood. This territory coming at length under the
dominion of his enemies, he crossed the Alps, in the
year 612, into Lombardy, and founded a monastery
near Pavia ; and there this apostle to Franks, Swa-
bians, Bavarians, and other nations of Germany,
passed the remainder of his days, and breathed out
his life on the twenty-first of November, 615, aged
seventy-two years.!

Gallus, a favorite pupil and follower of Columba-
nus, remained behind in consequence of illness, and
became the apostle of Switzerland. He also was an
Irishman, and was characterized, as was his master,
by love for the sacred volume. In what was then a
wilderness he founded a monastery, < which led to
the clearing up of the forest, and the conversion of
the land into cultivable soil, and it afterwards be-
came celebrated under his name, St. Gall.” Here
he labored for the Swiss and Swabian population till

1 Webb’s Annotations, p. 71.
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his death, in the year 640.! This monastery was
preéminent for the number and beauty of the man-
useripts prepared by its monks ; many of which, and
among others, some fragments of a translation of
the Scriptures into the Alemanni language, about
the year 700, are said to be preserved in the libra-
ries of Germany.

There is no special advantage in going further
into the details of these missions. Neander is of
the opinion, that the number of missionaries who
passed over from Ireland to the continent of Europe
must have been great; though of very few is there
any exact information. Wherever they went, clois-
ters were founded, and the wilderness soon gave
place to cultivated fields. According to Ebrard,
there were more than forty cloisters in the vicinity
of the Loire and Rhone, which were governed ac-
cording to the rules of Columbanus, and to which
emigrants came from Ireland as late as the close of
the seventh century. He also affirms, that Germany
was almost wholly heathen when that missionary
entered it. But before the year 720, the gospel had
been proclaimed by himself and his countrymen,
from the mountains of Switzerland down to the
islands in the delta of the Rhine, and eastward from
that river to the river Inn, and the Bohemian forest,
and the borders of Saxony, and still farther on the

1 Neander’s History, vol. iii. p. 36.
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sea-coast ; and all the really German tribes within
those borders were in subjection to the Christian
faith as it had been taught by the Irish missiona-
ries.

It was in 723 that the English Winfred, better
known as Boniface, began his well-intentioned and
successful labors to reduce the Germanic Irish
Church to the Roman rule. But into that part of
the history — the subjection of the German Church
to the Romish See — I cannot now enter, as it does
not come within my proper range.

Ebrard’s earnest testimony to the evangelical
nature of the Irish missions, should not be over-
looked. He declares, that they read the Scriptures
in the original text; translated them wherever they
went; expounded them to the congregations; rec-
ommended the regular and diligent perusal of
them; and held them to be the living word of
Christ. The Scriptures were their only rule of faith.
They preached the inherited depravity of man ; the
atoning death of Christ; justification without the
merit of works; regeneration as the life in Him who
died for us ; and the sacraments as signs and seals
of grace in Christ. They held to no transubstantia-
tion; no purgatory; no prayers to saints; and their
worship was in the native language. But though
they used neither pictures nor images, they seem
to have been attached to the use of the simple cross;

1 Ebrard’s Manual, vol. i. pp. 409, 410, 415, 416.
6
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and Gallus, the distinguished eompanion of Colum-
banus, is said, when marking out a place on which
to erect a monastery, to have done it by means of a
cross, from which he had suspended a capsule of
relics.! Complete exemption from superstition, was
perhaps among the impossibilities of that age.

The statement of evangelical truths in the ancient
Irish Church, may be enlarged. The life of Colum-
banus, by his friend and successor Jonas, somehow
escaped destruction under the papal interdict, and is
our fullest record of individual Irish missionaries.
We have also a statement of the doctrinal views of
two distinguished missionaries from Ireland, in the
eighth century, named Clement and Virgilius; and
of another, still more distinguished, named Claude,
in the ninth century, two hundred years after Col-
umbanus.. From these and other sources it is in-
ferred, that the early Irish Church did not inculcate
adoration of relics and images; nor pilgrimages ;
nor auricular confessions, penances, or absolution;
nor masses; nor works of supererogation ; nor ado-
ration of the Virgin Mary ; nor baptismal regenera-
tion. And Mosheim declares the Irish divines to
have been the only ones in the ninth century, who
refused to submit implicitly to the dictates of
authority.

Yet there were defects in the Irish missions, grow-
1 Ebrard’s Manual, vol. i. p. 396 ; Neander’s History, vol. iii. p. 36.
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ing out of the times, and such as were not easily
avoided.

1. They did not fully recover the apostolic idea,
which had been lost, of the local, self-governed
church., Their churches, so to speak, were monas-
teries or colleges, held together by the authority of
priest or abbot. Hence the perpetual pupilage of
their missionary communities, and the consequent
protracted need in those communities of foreign cul-
ture and aid. In our own sense of the term, they
appear to have had no local, self-governed churches.
Nor was religious freedom of thought and action a
current idea in those ages, even in the Irish clois-
ters.l Then the Irish missions were too protracted.
Irish missionaries continued to be needed, and to
follow each other into Germany for successive ages.
And so it must be in missions where the church of
the Apostle Paul is not a primary element in the
working of the mission.

2. The leading instrumentality employed by the
Irish missibnaries, appears to have been education.
Light and influence were thus diffused, and the edu-
cation was an essential thing. But though the
Scriptures appear to have been freely used by the
missionaries, so far as was possible in an age of
costly manuseripts, and though there was preaching,
and often no doubt much of it, yet schools would
seem to have been the predominant agency. These

1 Neander’s Memorials of Christian Life, p. 438.
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were so in the monastery ; and while they may have
been essential to the life of such institutions as grew
out of the Irish missions, they had not, in them-
selves, the renovating, life-giving power essential to
the creation and preservation of the organized, self-
propagating church. And the predominance of
school instruction over preaching, if such were the
fact, was an error.

3. Another defect in these missions was their
want of intimate connection with the churches at
home. The missionaries appear not to have been
sent forth by home churches acting in any capacity,
not even by the cloisters, nor to have derived their
support from their native land.! We do not know
how they met the expense of travelling into what
must have been to them remote regions. But when
once they were there, they became associated. in
schools, or cloisters, and were soon self-supported.
And having abundant occupation, and no strong
motive for keeping their work before the attention
of Christians at home, and there being few facilities
for correspondence, the missionaries must have been
soon in great measure forgotten. Hence Ireland
lost an invaluable reaction from its missions; and
hence, probably, one cause, along with the destruc-

1 McLauchlan believes there were contributions made in Ireland for
the continental missions under direction from Iona. But these were
probably for those missionaries only who went from Iona, and it is also
probable, that the contributions were made only in Ulster.
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tive invasions of the Northmen in the ninth and
tenth centuries, of the apparent decline of vital
Christianity in that island before the more general
desolation of the Norman and Papal invasion.

The missionary institution at Iona, which dates
from the sixth century, held out against Romish
aggression until the eighth; and Ireland, though
sadly ravaged by the roving Danes in the ninth cen-
tury, maintained its religious independence three or
four hundred years longer, until conquered by Henry
the Norman. In that conquest, which was avowedly
made in the interest of the Pope, and for a long
time afterwards, an exterminating war is said to
have been waged against such of the old manu-
seripts of the Irish Church as had escaped the
ravages of the Danes; and also against the schools,
which, for several hundred years, had supplied Eu-
rope with her brightest examples of Christian life,
and her most efficient literary teachers.!

But the seed which had been sowed over Central
Europe, though long buried, sprang up in the Ref-
ormation of the sixteenth century. And itis a fact
of some interest that Luther, the great leader of the
Reformation, came from the convent of Erfuth, one
of those founded many ages before by the Irish mis-
sionaries, and said to have been the very last of their

1 Webb’s Annotations, p. 177.
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German convents which survived.! He was a monk
of the order of St. Augustine, and it may be said that
the two streams of theological influence, having
their rise a thousand years before —the one from
Augustine, in Northern Africa, the other from Pat-
rick, in Ireland — were heére united, to flow on to-
gether for ages we know not how many.

It is a question deserving of more consideration
than I have the means of giving, how the early and
truly Protestant Christian and missionary spirit of
the Irish people came to so melancholy an end. The
invasions of the Danes must have exerted a disas-
trous influence, both upon the learning and the re-
ligion of the island. A Roman Catholic historian
asserts, that these sea-rovers destroyed the Irish
monastery at Bangor, in the year 821, and massacred
nine hundred of its inmates.? The middle of the
ninth century was specially distinguished for these
inroads, but they extended into the tenth. The
Irish Church retained its independence longer than
the Church of England, and its missionary light in
consequence burned longer and brighter. But this
spirit gradually declined, until her sons, while they
continued to ftravel in numbers through foreign
countries, went rather as teachers of the Frankish
clergy, than as preachers.?

1 Walsh’s Christian Missions, p. 82.

2 Brenan’s Eccl. Hist, of Ireland, Dublin, 1864, p. 158.
8 Walsh’s Christian Missions, p. 82.
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The bull of Pope Adrian IV.,in the twelfth cen-
tury, authorizing Henry II. to invade Ireland, for
the purpose, as he said, of “extending the bound-
aries of the church,” shows that, up to that time,
Rome had no control of the island. The frightful
carnage and desolation occasioned by these Norman
invaders, and the subsequent stout opposition of the
Irish clergy and the people to the papal decrees, are
admitted by papal historians.! But the unremitted
efforts of the Romish Church to subvert the eccle-
siastical constitution of Ireland, were at length suc-
cessful ; and the Reformation of the sixteenth cen-
tury, the seeds whereof had long before been planted
by Irish missjonaries, seems not to have exerted
much influence in Ireland. It was repelled by the
native Irish, out of their intense hatred of England;
and Richard Baxter, a contemporary witness, says,
that Papists, in the days of Charles I., rising at
onee all over the island, massacred two hundred thou-
sand Protestants within the space of a few weeks.?
The Irish Jesuit, O’Mahoney, confessed, in 1645,
that his party had cut off one hundred and fifty
thousand heretics in the space of four years.®
The retribution by Cromwell, eight years after the
massacre, was terrible. Forty thousand Irish sol-
diers were transported to Spain, France, and Poland,

1 Brenan’s Eccl. Hist. of Irelond, pp. 232, 237, 238.

2 Jesuit Juggling; or, Forty Popish Frauds Detected and Disclosed,
New York, 1835.

8 Edinburgh Review, Oct. 1845, p. 264.
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where they were drafted into the armies of those
kingdoms ; and the ¢ Irish nation ” was compelled
to vacate ten of the most fertile counties, and ecrowd
itself into the counties of Connaught and Clare.
The whole island, excepting those counties — and
also a part of Ulster, which was already occupied by
Scotch settlers — was assigned to the English army
and to English colonists. The Scotchmen of Ulster
brought with them families, and obtained godly min-
isters from Scotland, who remained through the pre-
latic persecutions of after times, and the good results
are still seen. The Cromwell soldiers, on the other
hand, felt obliged to intermarry with the naftives,
and were thus absorbed, in a few generations, into
the mass of the unenterprising, unimproving Roman
Catholic population. It should be added, that most
of the one hundred and thirty Independent and
Baptist ministers, who had been sent to look after
the spiritual interests of this class of settlers, re-
turned to England when their salaries were with-
drawn at the Restoration, having no means of support,
leaving their people without provision for their spir-
itual wants. The Episcopal establishment, which
took the place of these, though it was and is richly
endowed, seems never to have exerted a decided re-
ligious influence ; ! and its disestablishment is now
one of the exciting questions in the British Parlia-
ment and nation.

1 See Edinburgh Review, for Oct. 1865, p. 270; North British Re-
view, Dec. 1866,
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In a review of the Irish missions in the early
ages of the Christian Church, I have been not a
little interested in the reflections and inferences
with which I close this statement.

It surely is wonderful, that the Irish missions
continued in operation so long. For, unlike papal
missions, they had no strong central government to
urge them forward, and to lean upon. Indeed the
Irish missions had nothing of the kind. Just think
of missions, with such defective agencies, and moved
only by the voluntary principle, being prosecuted
continuously for successive centuries! There must
have been a good degree of Christian principle back
of all this. And whether we regard the missionary
spirit as the normal condition of piety in the true
church of God or not, we must admit that the mis-
sionary work, when once fairly entered upon by a
large body of true Christians, is not likely to be of
transient duration; and especially that it will not
be so in our day. This seems to be a legitimate
inference from the wonderfully protracted missions
now under consideration, and it may well encourage
us. Surely if the Irish missions of those early ages
had so much of life and duration, we may expect the
missions of our times, with their purer theology,
their freer spirit, their great extent, and their
numerous other advantages both in the church and
the world, will have an enduring existence. If the
Protestant nations which send them forth do not re«
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lapse into a worldly formalism — and the missionary
enterprises of our times are a great defense against
such a result — the Protestant missions may be ex-
pected to grow and extend until their great work is
accomplished.



CHAPTER VI.

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN MISSIONS.

Importance of the Subject. — No Difference of Opinion as to the Object
of Missions. — Diversity as to Modes of Operating. — Number to be
Evangelized.— Not a Hopeless Work. — How to be accomplished.
Method proposed by Gordon Hall.— Why not rely on such Cal-
culations. — Great Providential Results usually exceed our Cal-
culations. — Analogy between Apostolic and Modern Missions.
Missions a Work of Faith.—Use of Agriculture and the Arts.
Of the Language, Literature, Science, and Manners of Western
Civilization. — St. Paul’s-Dealing with Churches. — Why Native
Churches should engage in Foreign Missions. — Result of Experi-
ence.

1 PROPOSE, in this chapter and the next, to give a
practical illustration of the nature of modern mis-
sions. The subject is vitally important, and I would
present it so as at the same time to interest the
attention of the reader, and to satisfy his judgment.
I shall be expected to develop the missionary work
in connection with its principles, and shall treat
the case historically, so far as may be, giving the
facts needful for the forming of opinions.

I know of no diversity, in the views of different
portions of the Evangelical Church, as to the proper
objects of missions; for there is no mistaking the
command, on which the enterprise is founded, which
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is 8o to make known the gospel to perishing men as
to induce them to repent and believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ. So far as there has been diversity of
opinion, it has been in respect to the most effectual
methods of bringing the gospel to bear on the hearts
and lives of the unevangelized, in their different con-
ditions and countries. Here there has been con-
siderable difference of opinion, and of practice, in
the different missionary societies, and in the same
missionary society at different stages of its progress.

We have already seen how more than six hundred
millions of heathen were made accessible to the gos-
pel, who were not accessible to it forty years ago;
and how the Evangelical Church is beginning to
rouse itself to the work of sending the gospel to
them. I must add two hundred millions to the six
hundred, for parts of the unevangelized world not
distinctly embraced in that survey, and we have at
least eight hundred millions to be somehow evan-
gelized.

A work of such magnitude would be appalling,
were it not expressly enjoined upon us by divine
command, with the promise of all needed divine aid;
and were it not brought before the church by almost
miraculous interventions of Providence, and with
the facilities for doing it multiplied a hundred fold.

There must be a possible way of accomplishing
the work, vast as it is; and the question now before
us is, What is that way ?
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Gordon Hall, one of the first and ablest of the
American missionaries, writing fifty years ago in the
celebrated tract entitled ¢ Claims of Six Hundred Mil-
lions,” held that the work was to be done by sending
one missionary for every twenty thousand souls. He
says: < One missionary for every twenty thousand
souls may be considered a tolerable supply, because
that wherever the gospel is preached, and its power
experienced, native preachers will be raised up on the
spot, to aid missionaries, and ultimately to take the
work off their hands.” With one missionary to every
twenty thousand souls, and as many as nine native
preachers to every missionary, he says, the heathen
world would have as great a proportion of Christian
teachers as the United States was supposed then
to have. He also shows the possibility of bringing
all these missionaries on the ground in twenty-one
years.

But I have ceased to place much reliance on such
calculations. Great results depending on the prov-
idence and grace of God, come about much easier
and more rapidly than our previous calculations
would lead us to expect. Was it not marvelously so
with the liberation of our four millions of slaves?
It will doubtless be so with the conversion of the
world. Let one reflect how soon the old Roman
Empire was compelled to receive the Christian name,
notwithstanding the whole force of that mighty em-
pire was in determined resistance, and he will see
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how little human calculations have to do with such
matters. The very wonderful opening of the un-
evangelized world to the gospel, and the preparation
in Christendom for sending it forth, as already
described, lead to the same conclusion. I therefore
go into no general calculations as to the time, or the
number of missionaries, necessary for the whole
work. My belief is, that ¢ the Lord will hasten it
in his time.”!

There is a striking analogy, in one respect, between
the apostolic missions and those of modern times.
The apostles, as a body, were a considerable time in
coming to the coneclusipn, that Gentile Christian
churches ought not to be subjected to the Jewish
ritual ; that is to say, they were so long in securing
an acknowledged purely spiritual basis for their
foreign missions. We, also, have had substantially
the same difficulty in respect. to the purely spiritual
nature of the missionary work itself, and we have
been longer in surmounting that difficulty, if we
have even yet fully surmounted it. The main cause
of our difficulty, however, is not one that affected the
apostolic missions. It has been the higher civiliza-
tion of the Christian Church, as compared with that
of modern heathen nations. This has tended to con-
fuse our conceptions of the religion we were to prop-
agate. Our idea of the Christian religion from our
childhood has been identified with education, social

1 Tsa. Ix. 22.
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order, and a certain correctness of morals and man-
ners; in other words, with civilization. It is even
true of us all, that the civilization of centuries forms
a part of the hourly manifestations of our piety ; and
we seldom reflect how our personal religion would
appear to casual observers, were we divested of a
culture which we share in common with the world
around us. v '

This composite idea of the gospel (if I may so
describe it), this foreign intermixture, has placed
the missionaries of our day under a disadvantage, as
compared with missionaries in the apostolic age. It
has weakened their faith in that perfectly simple form -
of the gospel as a converting agency, in which it was
apprehended by the apostles ; and also their reliance
on the divine power, upon which the apostles so ex-
clusively depended for success.

This faith in God, and in his appointed means for
the conversion of the world, is now the grand de-
sideratum in the Christian Church, and in Christian
missions. And it is remarkable, through the whole
recorded history, of the church, what a demand God
has ever been pleased to make upon it for an exclu-
sive faith in the divine presence and power. The
church of the old dispensation stood on the defen-
sive, with a hostile world around it. Yet it was for-
bidden to trust in chariots and horsemen, and only
in Jehovah. The forty-sixth Psalm, beginning,
“ God is our Refuge and Strength,” was the jubilant
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song of piety with the ancient theocratic people, in
view of their entire safety under the protection of
Almighty God.

The church of the new or Christian dispensation,
on the other hand, is an aggressive body, with insti-
tutions all shaped for conquest and extension. It
exists ‘for the spiritual subjugation of the world.
And in the use of its spiritual weapons, it is as much
required to rely on the Almighty Saviour and the
« Spirit of Truth,” as the church of the old dispen-
sation was on Jehovah. It would seem to be mno
more allowable for the Christian Church or for its
missionaries to ¢trust in chariots and horsemen,”
and “go to Egypt for help,” than it was for God’s
axncient people.

Experience, with the grace of God, has been
bringing us gradually into more spiritual concep-
tions of the end we should have in view, and of the
means by which that end is to be attained. This I
am now to illustrate, in several particulars.

1. A question often mooted at the outset of
modern Christian missions, and sometimes mooted
now, is, Whether savages must be civilized before
they can be Christianized. I shall be excused for
drawing illustrations of this point from missions
with which I have been most conversant. Our
fathers, in their earlier missions to savage peoples,
acting with the light they had, avowedly sent Chris-
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tianity and eivilization forth together, as codperat-
ing forces. For instance, ordained missionaries to
the North American Indians were accompanied by
farmers and mechanics; and a farmer was sent
with the first mission to the Sandwich Islands.
The American Board, in its Report for 1816, de-
clared it to be the object of the missions to the
Indians, ¢ to make them English in their language,
civilized in their habits, and Christian in their re-
ligion.” And, three years later, the pioneers of the
Sandwich Islands mission were instructed, ¢ to aim
at nothing short of covering those Islands with
fruitful fields and pleasant dwellings, and schools
and churches, and of raising the whole people to an
elevated state of Christian civilization.”

What now have been the results of experience?
In the year 1823, the missions of the American
Board to the Indians, with ten preaching missiona-
ries, numbered fifteen farmers and mechanics. In
1842, with twenty-four preaching missionaries in
those missions, the farmers and mechanies had been
reduced to nine; and in 1852, thirty-six years from
the commencement of the missions, with twenty-five
preaching missionaries, not a single farmer or me-
chanic remained. You understand the import of
these facts. The honest aim in sending these secu-
lar helpers was to aid the preaching missionaries.

But the means were found to be inappropriate. A
7
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simpler, cheaper, more effectual means of civilizing
the savage, was the gospel alone.

I should add, that the missionary farmer sent to
the Sandwich Islands’ remained there only a short
time; and never since has there been a thought of
sending another.

Thus ended the experiment by the American
Board, of connecting agriculture and the arts with
the missionary agencies.

2. It was supposed that, in the spiritual conquest
of modern heathen nations, the gospel would be es-
sentially aided by the languages, literature, science,
and manners of Western civilization. The English
language being the chief repository of this civiliza-
tion in its evangelical form, it has been more or less
used as a medium. The Report of the American
Board for 1816, already quoted, declared — and it
was then the general belief—that if the Indians
should learn the English language, their sources of
knowledge and means of improvement would be
vastly greater than they could be with only their
own language ; and that, being thus assimilated in
language to their white neighbors, they would more
readily become assimilated to them in habits and
manners. But the venerable Dr. Kingsbury, the
first missionary sent to the Indians by the American
Board, and still living among the Choctaws, writing
in 1861, forty years after entering the field, bears
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the following testimony: ¢« With a few interesting
exceptions,” he says, ¢ those who acquired the most
knowledge of the English language seemed the
farthest from embracing the gospel, and the least
disposed to attend on the means of grace. They
regarded themselves as elevated above their parents,
and the mass of their people, and became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish hearts were
darkened.” At the same time, while Dr. Kingshury
believed it would have been more for the moral and
religious interests of the Indians had the schools
been taught wholly in their own vernacular, he did
not hesitate to pronounce the Choctaws a Christian
nation. o , :

Another illustration I derive from the experience
in Syria. A high. school was established by the
American Board, at Beirtt, in 1835, and was con-
tinued in operation seven years. The literature of
Western civilization was taught through the Eng-
lish language, and the boarding, lodging, and cloth-
ing had a Western type. The pupils were faithfully
instructed in the Scriptures ; but it was found, that
the tendency of their training, on the whole, was to
make them foreign in their manners, foreign in their
habits, foreign in their sympathies; in other words,
to denationalize them.. In 1842 that seminary was
disbanded, and another was formed on Mount Leba-
non, on a more simple plan, and with a thoroughly
Biblical instruction. It was Arabic in its language,
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- clothing, boarding, and lodging, and discounte-

nanced all aspirations after foreign habits and cus-
toms.!

I shall be understood as now speaking of missions,
and of what is strictly appropriate to them. There
is a stage of advancement — as, perhaps, at Con-
stantinople, Beirtt, Calcutta, and the Sandwich
Islands — where a portion of the native mind de-
mands a broader, higher culture even than the
mission can give ; where it is the part of wisdom to
afford it through a college, distinet from the mis-
sion, and deriving its support from other sources.

I shall state explicitly, further on, what I conceive
to be the true place and office of education in mis-
sions. What I am now speaking of, is the growth
of experience as to the best mode of conducting
missions. \

The natural order in missions is, “ first the blade ;
then the ear; after that the full corn in the ear.”
In the earlier missions, this seems not to have been
sufficiently observed. The native preachers were
sometimes too highly taught in secular knowledge
for the incipient stages of the work. Raised too far
above the general level of intelligence among their
people, they longed for more cultivated hearers than
they found in the villages, and for larger salaries
than they could receive, or ought to receive, and
shrank from pastorates in obscure places, among

1 Annual Report, 1845, pp. 183, 134.
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low-caste, ignorant people; and sometimes they were
impatient of advice and wholesome restraint from
their missionary fathers. In some quarters, they
were tempted to contract business relations with the
world, and thus the labor and money bestowed on
their education were in great measure lost to the
cause.

3. We have been slow to admit the extent to which
the Apostle Paul’s method of dealing with native
churches is applicable to the missions of our day.
In this remark, I equally include missionaries and
their directors. The apostle wrote to Titus, that
he had left him in Crete, to “set in order the
things that were wanting, and to ordain presbyters
in every city; > and with all this in charge, he still
required the evangelist to come to him before win-
ter; leaving the churches, thus rapidly organized, to
take care of themselves. It will be seen that if the
charge to Timothy, to “lay hands suddenly on no
man,” was equally applicable to Titus (as doubtless it
was), it must have had respect more to the judg-
ment to be exercised in the selection of the presby-
ters, than to haste in the matter of time, as is the
common opinion.

Such appears to have been the Apostle Paul’s
manner with all his churches. In our undue esti-
mate of the influence of civilization, as an auxiliary
to the gospel in sustaining the higher Christian life
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among the heathen, and from an overestimate of
the value of Roman civilization in the apostolic age,
as an auxiliary to spiritual life in the primitive
churches, the apostle’s example has by no méans had
its proper influence. 'We have been slow to believe,
that. native churches, or native pastors, with forms
of civilization so inferior to our own, or so very un-
like it, could stand without foreign aid. Hence the
prolonged existence of mission churches with their
centre and seat at the residence of the missionary,
and their membership spread over a large surround-
ing district. They often had native preachers, in-
deed, stationed at some of the more important points
in the district, but no native pastors; the whole
church membership being long retained under the
pastoral supervision of the missionary himself. It
is a remarkable fact, that, prior to 1854, forty years
after the first entrance of the American Board into
India, and until the visit of the Deputation, not one
of its missions in that country had a native pastor.
Those missions had not then, indeed, even an or-
dained native preacher. - There were, moreover, only
a very few native pastors at the Sandwich Islands
previous to 1863, more than forty years after the com-
mencement of the mission; though they then had
several ordained native missionaries in Micronesia
and the Marquesas Islands. Andamong the missions
of that Board to the American Indians, there never
was more than one or two native pastors. How far
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there was a similar experience in the case of other
missionary societies, I am not exactly prepared to
say; though I find many proofs of the same remark-
able short-coming.

In the providence of God, there have been signal
rebukes of his people for so unscriptural a policy.
In 1842, the French seized the island of Tahiti, and
sent. the - English missionaries away; who, thirty
years after the conversion of the people of that island,
had not ordained one native pastor. The late em-
inent Dr. Tidman, Foreign Secretary of the Lon-
don Missionary Society, adverting to this fact in a
speech .at Liverpool in 1860, spoke as follows : —

“T must be permitted to say one word concerning
the native pastors of Tahiti. Why did they become
s0? Just because our Europeans were sent adrift
by French authority. They were thus called forth
by the necessities of the situation. These native
brethren were not ordained before; but as soon as
they were called to the work in the providence of
God, they proved quite equal to it. . And after twenty
years of French misrule, notwithstanding all the in-
fluences of Popery on the one hand, and of brandy
and wine on the other, there were now living under
the instruction and influence of these native pastors
a greater number of church-members, than they had
had aforetime.”

On the same occasion, Dr. Tidman gave another
memorable illustration : < With regard to Madagas-
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car,” he said, ¢ twenty years ago or more, the
European shepherds were all sent away, and a few
poor, timid lambs were left in the midst of wolves.
And what has been the result? Why men [he
means nafive men] had been raised up by God to
take the oversight ; and instead of tens of Christians
under the care of European pastors, there were now
hundreds, nay thousands, under the teaching of these
men.”!

Thus the Evangelical Church profits by its ex-
perience, and there is progress. Local churches,
with a native pastorate, are now being multiplied in
the heathen world as never before, after the manner
of the apostle to the Gentiles.

It may be asked whether the missionary, thus
giving place to the native pastor, is to move from
one station to another, as did the Apostle Paul. I
answer, by no means to the same extent. But if he
be successful in gathering churches, he may find it
expedient occasionally to change his position, so as
to throw the indispensable responsibility on the na-
tive churches and pastors. The child will never
stand and walk firmly, if always in leading-strings.
The plan of the divine government in the apostolic
age, in accordance with which the apostles acted,
was in some respects different from what it appears
to be now. They were to plant churches only in the
central points of the Roman world ; they could do
no more. But now, as has been shown abundantly,

1 Conference on Missions at Liverpool, 1860, p. 225.



DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN MISSIONS. 105

the greater part of the globe, and nearly all the
great nations, are open and ready for us; and we are
to go for the early and complete conquest of every
nation, and for remaining in our several fields so
long as there is appropriate work for us to do.

4. There is still another view, which, while it ac-
cords with apostolic usage, doubtless lies beyond
what the Apostle Paul could have lived to experience.
I will illustrate it by a reference to the Sandwich
Islands.

In the year 1847, twenty-seven years after the
commencement of the mission on those Islands, the
Committee and Secretaries of the American Board
were surprised, and somewhat disconcerted, by a dis-
covery of what seemed like a threatened collapse of
the mission.

It appeared as if the missionary was being absorbed
in the parent, and that the foreign laborers on those
Islands were all coming home in a few years, to
look after the interests of their children. It was
soon known that there were a variety of causes for
this result. One was the reaction among mission-
aries and people, consequent upon the great national
awakening, which had then reached its crisis. An-
other was the uncommon number of children in the
missionary families, the climate being favorable to
their health and life, and the want of arrangements
for their education at the Islands; which was met
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by instituting the Oahu College. But the statement
received from the Islands went to show still another
influential cause. This was a deficiency of religious
stimulus, suited to the sensibilities and habits of a
people so low on the scale of intelligence. All the
Islands had been alike Christianized. Had one of
them remained under the influence of savage pagan-
ism, as the whole had been, —as, for instance, the
island of Hawaii, — then the four Christianized
islands might have been roused to send the gospel
to the seventy-five thousand benighted people of
Hawaii; and they would have had an appropriate
and interesting field near by for their Christian
activities. Whereas, there was no such pagan island
within less than two thousand miles. To be sure,
there was very much of real home missionary work
on each of the Sandwich Islands. But it was found
there, as it has been in our own country, that the
motive-power of the home missionary plea alone, is
not of itself sufficiently awakening and powerful. In
short, it was painfully certain, that the infant
churches on those Islands, regarded as a whole, could
not be raised to the level of enduring and effective
working churches, without a stronger religious in-
fluence than could be brought to act upon them from
within their own Christianized islands. It was also
evident that the missionaries themselves then needed
an additional motive-power, beyond what the Islands
any longer afforded.
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It was precisely this discovery — for discovery it
was — which gave rise to the mission to Micronesia ;
a group of islands two thousand miles westward;
and also to the sending from this country, in the
year 1856, of the missionary packet  Morning Star,”
to facilitate the forming of that mission ; and to the
employment of native Hawaiians as missionaries on
those islands, who should look for their support to
their own Hawaiian churches.

I do not mean, that it would have been proper
actually to have left either one of the Sandwich
Islands in heathenism for such a purpose. I am
only illustrating a principle ; and it is one of high
practical importance; namely, that it is impossible
for mission churches to reach their highest and
truest state, without the aid of what is to them vir-
tually a foreign mission, — without some outside
field of labor for them, resembling the “hole of the
pit ”’ from which they had themselves been digged.

We have now seen how foreign missions were
gradually divested, first of the grosser elements of
the world, and then of the more refined elements;
how they were contracted, simplified, economized, and
brought more and more to depend for success on
the cross of Christ, and the ¢ Spirit of truth.” The
tendency has been directly, though not rapidly, to-
wards the high Christian stand, which the great
apostle describes himself to have held as a mission-
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ary ; determining, with that holy energy of purpose
which characterized him, to know nothing among
the heathen, and nothing among his converts, ¢ save
Jesus Christ and him crucified ; ”” and not to teach
“with enticing words of man’s wisdom,” but in the
power and demonstration of the Spirit.



CHAPTER VII.

PRINCIPLES AND METHODS OF MODERN MISSIONS.

What the Apostolic Missions embraced. — Local Churches prominent.
Nature of the Mission Church.— Missionaries not to be Pastors.
The Missionary System built upon this View of Native Churches.
Education and the Press.— English High Schools.— The Object
and Work of the Foreign Missionary not peculiar. — Why Funds go
further now, than formerly. — Civilization not the Object of Foreign
Missions. — Preaching Christ applicable to all False Religion.

I Am now prepared to state, in a concise but posi-
tive form, what I believe to be the true and proper
nature of a mission among the heathen. The mis-
sion of the Apostle Paul, as set forth in the fourth
chapter, embraced the following things : —

1. The aim of the apostle was to save the souls of
men.

2. The means he employed for this purpose were
spiritual ; namely, the gospel of Christ.

3. The power on which he relied to give efficacy
to these means, was divine; namely, the promised
aid of the Holy Spirit.

4. His success was chiefly in the middle and
poorer classes,— the Christian influence ascending
from thence.

5. When he had formed local churches, he did not
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hesitate to ordain presbyters over them, the best he
could find ; and then to throw upon the churches,
thus officered, the responsibilities of self-government,
self-support, and self-propagation. His ¢ presbyters
in every church,” whatever their number and other
duties, had doubtless the pastoral care of the
churches.

Prominent, then, among the visible agencies in
foreign missions, if we follow the great apostle, are
LOCAL CHURCHES. I call them by no denominational
name. They may be churches governed by the
popular vote, or by elders they have themselves
chosen for the purpose. They are local bodies of
associated. Christians. The first duty of a mission-
ary is to gather such a church. That will serve as
a nucleus —and it is the only possible nucleus, a
school not being one — of a permanent congrega-
tion. A missionary, by means of properly located,
well organized, well trained churches, may extend
his influence over a large territory. In such a
country as India, or China, his direct influence may
reach even scores of thousands.

I find nothing in the history of the mission of the
Apostle Paul, which seems to me decisive, as to the
manner in which these multiplied mission churches
should be brought into social relations to each other,
and would cheerfully leave that to the good sense
and piety of missionaries on the ground. -

I now inquire, What should be the nature of the
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mission church? It should be composed only of
hopeful converts; and should have, as soon as possi-
ble, a native pastor, and of the same race, who has
been trained cheerfully to take the oversight of what
will generally be a small, poor, ignorant people, and
mingle with them familiarly and sympathetically.
And by a native pastor, I mean one recognized as
having the pastoral care of a local church, with the
right to administer the ordinances of baptism and
the Lord’s Supper.

This necessity of a native pastor to the healthful
and complete development of a self-reliant, effective
native church, is a discovery of recent date. I can-
not say, nor is it important to know, by whom this
fundamental truth or law in missions was first. de-
clared. Like many disecoveries in science, it very
probably was reached by a number of persons, at
nearly the same time, and as the result of a common
experience.!

1« It may be said to have been only lately discovered in the science of
missions, that when the missionary is of another and superior race than
his éonverts, he must not attempt to be their pastor; though they will
be bound to him by personal attachment, and by a sense of the benefits
received from him ; yet if he continues to act as their pastor, they will
not form a vigorous native church, but, as a general rule, they will
remain in a dependent condition, and make but little progress in
spiritual attainments. = The same congregation, under competent
native pastors, would become more self-reliant, and their religion
would be of a more manly, home character.” —Rev. Henry Venn’s
Letter to the Bishop of Jamaizs, dated January, 1867. Mr. Venn is
Honorary Secretary of the Church Missionary Society, and no one is
better informed on missionary subjects.
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As soon as the mission church has a native pastor,
the responsibilities of self-government should be de-
volved upon it. Mistakes, perplexities, and some-
times scandals, there will be; but it is often thus
that useful experience is gained, even in churches
here at home. The salary of the native pastor should
be based on the Christianized ideas of living acquired
by his people; and the church should become self-
supporting at the earliest possible day. It should
also be self-propagating from the very first. Such
churches, and only such, are the life, strength, and
glory of missions.

A foreign missionary should not be the pastor of
a native church. His business is to plant churches,
in well-chosen parts of his field, committing them
as soon as possible to the: care of native pastors;
himself sustaining a common relation to all, as their
ecclesiastical father and adviser; having, in some
sense, like the apostle, the daily care of the churches.
He might stand thus related to a score of churches,
and even more, however they were related to each
other; and when he is old, might be able to say,
through the abounding grace of God, «“ Though ye
have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye
not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have be-
gotten you all through the gospel. 1

Self-evident as this idea of a mission church may
seem on its announcement, it is not yet adopted

11 Cor. iv. 15.
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in all Protestant missions, and until of late, has
seemed to gain ground very slowly. Its universal
adoption, however, cannot be far distant, and will
add immensely both to the economy and the power
of missions.

It is upon this view of the natare and relations of
native churches, that we build our missionary sys-
tem.

Education, schools, the press, and whatever else
goes to make up the working system, are held in
striet subordination to the planting and building
up of effective working churches. But though held
strictly in such subordination, we see in it the utmost
latitude for the exercise of a wise discretion in the
conduect of missions. The governing object to be
always aimed at, is self-reliant, effective churches, —
churches that are purely native. Whatever mis-
sionaries believe to be most directly conducive to
this end, comes within the scope of their privilege
and duty ; of course, under reasonable restrictions
growing out of their fundamental relations. The
use of schools and the press comes under the ques-
tion, how far they are subservient to the great
end, namely, the rapid and perfect development of
churches.

We thus perceive the place which education must
hold in missions. Without education, it is not

possible for mission churches to be in any proper
8
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sense self-governed; nor, without it, will they be
self-supported, and much less self-propagating. For
the church-members there must be common schools.
This results from the degraded mental condition of
the heathen world, as compared with the field of the
apostolic missions. Scarcely a ray of light reaches
it from sun, moon, or stars in the intellectual and
moral firmament. Mind is vaeant, erushed, un-
thinking, enslaved to animal instincts and passions;
earthly, sensual, terribly debased. The common
school, therefore, is a necessity among the degraded
heathen, to help elevate the converts, and make the
village church an effective agency. And the church-
members, as far as may be, should be educated within
the bounds of their own villages; and in such man-
ner that a large number of them will abide with
their people, and help to support their native pastor
and schools, and make their Christian village a power
in the land. At first, these schools must be sus-
tained by the mission ; but it is better for them, not
long afterwards, to be sustained by the parents.

The native preachers and pastors come, almost of
course, from the same depths of mental degrada-
tion; and since they must be enabled to stand alone
and firmly in the gospel ministry, and be competent
spiritual guides to others, they should of course have
a higher training. What this shall be, what it shall
include and exclude, must depend on circumstances
too various for general rules. But one thing is clear.
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Our army, liberated from the thralldom of pagan
slavery, must be well officered in order to fight
bravely.

The printing-press in missions is mainly for the
schools and for the church-members, to whom, in-
deed, books are indispensable. Experience tends to
the result of having missions cease to own printing
establishments as soon as the needful printing can
be secured from presses owned by others.

‘Wherein, then, do our modern missions differ from
those of the apostolic age ? They differ in several
particulars.

1. Modern missionaries are sent forth and sup-
ported by churches in their native lands ; by churches,
too, of long standing and experience; and, so far at
least as this country and Great DBritain are con-
cerned, by churches existing and operating in the
midst of freedom and high religious intelligence.
In this modern missions have certainly a great ad
vantage over the primitive missions.

2. They have not the personal presence and ac-
tive agency of apostles; but they have the four
Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and their Letters
of Instruction, all written under the guidance of in-
spiration ; and the press, to multiply copies of these
documents by thousands. A portion of the modern
Evangelical Church, indeed, is coming into the prac-
tice of putting their missionaries under the control
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of missionary bishops, and regards these as successors
of the apostles. But they evidently are not apostles,
since they lack the “signs, and wonders, and mighty
deeds,” which St. Paul, in his Second Epistle to the
Corinthians, declares to be the needful * signs of an
apostle.” 1

3. The pastorate in modern missions differs from
that of the apostolic age, in that it ordinarily has
but one pastor for each church; whereas the New
Testament always uses the plural in speaking of the
pastorate in the churches planted by the Apostle
Paul. < They ordained presbyters in every churech;”
being influenced in this, perhaps (as has been already
said), by the usage of the Jewish synagogue. This
practice seems to have been lost, with the very idea
of the apostolic church, in the great decline of the
Early and Middle Ages; and when that idea was re-
covered, as it was at the Reformation, and put in
practice, the usage of having but one pastor in each
church was adopted by all evangelical denominations,
as being more conformed to the demands of the age.
And this is now the general usage in all the evan-
gelical churches ; and it has thence been transferred
to the mission churches among the heathen. The
apostolic principle is. retained, but the form is
changed. I speak only of the pastorate, in which
the evangelical denominations agree; leaving en-
tirely untouched the points concerning which the
evangelical denominations differ.

1 2 Cor. xii, 12 ; Rom. xv. 18,19.
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Such is the simple structure of our foreign mis-
sions, as the combined result of experience, and of
the apostolic example ; in all which the grand object
is to plant and multiply self-reliant, efficient churches,
composed wholly of native converts, each church
complete in itself, with pastors of the same race with
the people. And when the unevangelized world shall
be dotted over with such churches, so that all men
have it within their power to learn what they must
do to be saved, then may we expect the promised
advent of the Spirit, and the conversion of the world.

It might be deemed an omission in my description
of the missionary work, should I not advert to a
series of efforts made in the cities of India, and more
especially in Calcutta, to gain access for the gospel
to the higher classes by means of English schools.
In these schools a large number of high-caste Hin-
dus have received a liberal Christian education,
through the medium of the English language and
literature. The result of the experiment is regarded
as very hopeful by those who are making it. And
there is certainly a development among the higher
class of Hindus in Calcutta, and in some other of
the India cities, that is worthy of attentive consider-
ation. But the results of the experiments are not
yet sufficiently developed to occupy a prominent
place in a description of the fundamental nature
of the missionary work.!

1 See Appendices IIL and IV.
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I close with a few general remarks.

1. The foreign missionary, the home missionary,
and the pastor have each substantially the same ob-
jeet. It isto plant churches, and make them shine
as lights in the world. Our leading sentiment is
as really applicable to home missionaries, as it is to
foreign missionaries. The labors of the home mis-
sionary have a direct reference to the forming of
self-governed, self-supported churches, and such
churches are proofs of his success. The home mis-
sionary becomes then a pastor, or gives place to one
sustaining that relation.

2. The great simplification in the use of means,
and relying more on those which are spiritual, is a
principal reason why a given amount of funds now
sustains a more extended working mission than it
formerly did. The grand object and means are the
same; but the working process, becoming more
spiritual, bears more effectively on the heart and
conscience.

3. The proper test of success in missions, is not
the progress of civilization, but the evidence of a
religious life.

4. The gospel is applicable equally to all false
religions. Generically considered, there can be but
two religions: the one looking for salvation by
grace ; the other, by works. The principle of evil
in all unbelieving men, is the same. The refuges
of lies in Popery, in Judaism, in Mohammedanism,
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in Brahminism, Buddhism, and every form of pagan-
ism, are wonderfully alike. There is one disease,
and one remedy. Before the gospel, the unbeliev-
ing world stands an undistinguished mass of re-
bellious sinners; unwilling that God should reign
over them, unwilling to be saved except by their
own works, and averse to all real holiness of heart
and life. There is power in the doctrine of the
cross, through grace, to overcome this. The doe-
trine of the cross—as will more clearly appear
when we come to the evidences of suceess in mis-
sions — is the grand instrument of conquest. Not
one of the great superstitions of the world could
hold a governing place in the human soul, after the
conviction has once been thoroughly produced, that
there is salvation only in Christ. Be it what it may,
the man, thus convinced, would flee from it, as he
would from a falling building in the rockings of an
earthquake.



CHAPTER VIII.

VALUE OF NATIVE CHURCHES.

To be illustrated by Native Converts, and the Native Ministry.
Value of Native Converts: in Sierra Leone; in Madagascar; in
India; in Western Asia. — Value of the Native Ministry : among
the Karens; among the Shanars; in the Sandwich Islands; in
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IT was stated in the last chapter, that the grand
object of foreign missions is to plant and multiply
churches, composed of native converts; each church
complete in itself, with presbyters of the same race,
left to determine their ecclesiastical relations for
themselves, with the aid of judicious advice from
their missionary fathers.

The value of native churches must be learned by
an estimate of the value of native converts, and of
the native ministry. And should it be thought that
I produce the richest specimens from our golden
mines, it should be remembered that such specimens
best illustrate the work of the Holy Spirit in extend-
ing Messiah’s kingdom. They will best show what
can and must be done before the glorious reign of
our Lord and Saviour extends over all nations.
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In estimating the value of native converts, 1 begin
with Western Africa. The oldest mission on the
West African coast is that of the English Church
Missionary Society at Sierra Leone. Here, in the
early stage of that mission, we shall find a native
church of marvelous interest and power, gathered
out of the most unpromising materials, in circum-
stances the most unpropitious.

It is fifty years since a plain German laborer in
London, named William A. B. Johnson, offered him-
self to the Church Missionary Society to be sent as a
school-master to Sierra Leone. He had only a com-
mon school education, but was rich in Christian ex-
perience. It soon appeared that he was called of
God to the gospel ministry, and he accordingly
received ordination in Africa. His was a wonderful
ministry. 'When Mr. Johnson first took up his
abode at what was afterwards called Regent’s Town,
in Sierra Leone, the people numbered about a thou-
sand. They had been taken at different times from
the holds of slave-ships ; were wild and naked ; and
being from twenty-two different nations, were hostile
to each other. They had no common medium of
intercourse, except a little broken English, had no
ideas of marriage, and lived crowded together in the
rudest huts. They were devil-worshippers, and most
of them lazy, thieving, plundering, brutal savages.

Mr. Johnson was at first exceedingly discouraged.
But he resolved to preach Christ to them as the
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Saviour of sinners, in the simple manner of the gos-
pel, and to open to them the miserable state of a
sinner rejecting such a Saviour. His resolution was
the same with that of the Apostle Paul, when he
surveyed the desperate pollutions of the Corinthians,
— ¢ to know nothing among them, save Jesus Christ
and him crucified.” There is no other adequate
power of deliverance. After pursuing this course
the greater part of a year, preaching salvation
through the Lord Jesus, a remarkable change began
to come over the people. Old and young became
concerned for their souls. There was, in short, an
outpouring of the Spirit. Many sought retirement
in the woods for prayer; and soon the neighboring
mountains echoed, in moonlight evenings, with the
hymns of worshippers. Mr. Johnson has left a
record of the experience of many of the converts,
in their own simple and broken, but expressive lan-
guage, when examined, as they all were, for admis-
sion to the Lord’s Supper. I am impressed by his
record of their convictions of sin; their acknowl-
edgments of the divine forbearance; their distrust
of their own hearts; their inward conflicts; their
tender consciences ; their faith and patience ; their
benevolence ; and their love for souls. The outward
changes were most striking. The people learned
trades, became farmers, attached well-kept gardens
to their dwellings. They built a stone church large
enough, with the help of galleries, to seat closely
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nearly two thousand persons; which was regularly
filled with decently dressed, orderly, and serious
worshippers. They built a parsonage, school-houses,
store-houses, a bridge of several arches—all of
stone. Most of the adult population were mar-
ried. Their night-dances and heathenish drumming
ceased, and so did their oaths, drunkenness, and
stealing ; and the schools contained a thousand chil-
dren.!

All this Mr. Johnson lived to see ; but he died in
1823, only seven years from the commencement of
his mission! Was there ever a more wonderful
religious change? It shows the power of the sim-
ple gospel, both to convert the savage, and to civilize
him. It shows the power of the cross of Christ. It
shows, also, the illuminating, reforming inf